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has lately arrived in the Madawaska settlement, I 
deem it to consist with that frankness by which I 
trust my intercourse with the authorities of Maine 
has always been characterized, to acquaint you that 
the movement in question, made by order of the go- 
vernor general of these provinces, has no other ob- 
ject than to give support to the civil authorities of 
that settlement—one of whose magistrates, Francis 
Rice, esq. has been grossly insulted, threatened 
with personal violence, and obstructed in the dis- 
charge of his duties by persons professing them- 
selves to be citizens of the state of Maine; and 
another Jas. McLaughlin, esq. also a magistrate of 
prea enn and holding the office of ‘warden of 
the disputed territory,” has been threatened by the 
person in charge of the armed posse stationed at 
“Fish River,” with being arrested and sent as a 
prisoner to Augusta in the event of his persevering 
in the performance of the duties imposed upon him 
by the government of the queen, and that of this 
province. 

Whether the assertion made, as I am assured, by 
this person, that, in holding this language, he is 
only acting in accordance with his instructions, be 
correct or otherwise, your excellency will best 
know; but refusing, as I have done, to believe that 
he can have received any authority for a proceed- 
ing which I must regard as inconsistent with ex- 
isting engagements, { have not hesitated in ex 
pressing tothe governor general my conviction that 
an armed civil posse, corresponding in amount and 
description with that maintained by Maine, will be 
found qnite adequate to effect the object in view, 
viz: the prevention of acts of unauthorised aggres- 
sion or interference, as regards the inhabitants or 
authorities of the Madawaska settlement; and I 
have accordingly no reason to doubt that, acting 
upon this suggestion, his excellency will forthwith 
give direction for the troops to be withdrawn tu 
their former stations. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, 
your excellency’s most obedient servant, 

J. Harvey. 

His excellency the gov. of the state of Maine. 





GENERAL GAINES’ SYS'TEM OF DEFENCE. He 
proposes, the immediate construction of seven rail 
roads, to extend from the two central states of Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky, to seven grand divisions of 
the national frontier. ‘The locations of these rail 
roads, as set forth in his memorial to congress, are 
as follows: Ist, One from Lexington, Ky. to Buffalo 
or Plattsburg, N. Y. with branches to Detroit, Al 
bany and Boston. 2d, One from Knoxville, Tenn. 
to Norfolk, Va. or Baltimore, Md. with branches to 
Richmond, Va. and Newbern, N.C. 3rd, One from 
Memphis, Tenn. to Charleston, S. ©. or Savannah, 
Geo. with branches to Milledgeville, Geo. and East 
Florida, 4th, One from Louisville, Ky. to Mobile, 
Ala. with a branch to Pensacola, Florida. 5th, 
One from Lexington, Ky. via Nashville to New 
Orleans. 6th, One from Memphis, Tenn. to the 
Sabine Ridge, with branches to Fort Towson and 
Fort Gibson, Ark. 7th, One from Louisville, Ky. 
or Albany, In. to St. Louis, Mo. and thence to the 
Missouri ricer, north of the mouth of the Big Platte, 
with branches frown Albany, In. to Chicago, and 
from the northwest angle of the state of Missouri to 
the upper crossing of the river Des Moines. Trese 
seven principal rail roads, will each be from 500 to 
700 iniles in length, making altogether a distance 
of 4,200 miles. The average cost of their construc- 
tion, general Gaines thinks, would be about $15,000 
per mile, or for the complete lines $64,000,000— 
i coypat he says, they are located and constructed 

y the army, of the United States. 





THE ARMY. 

Florida. An arrival at Charleston from Florida, 
brings St. Augustine papers of the 8th inst. Col. 
Harvey in his late expedition had succeeded in dis- 
covering the several islands which have afforded a 
secure retreat to the savages; and the Augustine 
News says, “the charm of the Indian’s security is 
broken up, and his strong holds, upon which he re. 
lied for safety, are open to enterprize and cou- 
rage.” 

We understand this to allude to the expedition, 
the result of which we gave in the last Register, 
and of which we have additional particulars. 

Chakika was killed by the indomitable persever- 
ance and courage of private Hall, of the 2d dra. 
goons. More distant than any of the Indians when 
they landed, he was engaged in culling wood, and 
on finding himself discovered, he broke and ran for 
the grass. Several started in pursuit, but they all 
gave out except Hall, who followed until he had 
almost evertaken him, when Chakika smiled and 
extended his hand, wet with the blood of his com- 
rades, women and children. Hal! levelled his rifle. 
and the ball sinking in the brain of the chief, he fet] 


dead in the water, but a short distance from the is- 
land which was the depot of his plunder. 

This chief was of great daring, headed the mas- 
sacre of troops at Caloosahatchee, and led the at- 
tack on Indian Key. His loss to his peuple will be 
attended with results fatal to their confidence, and 
holds out to the territory a subject for the warmest 
gratulations. 

In relation to the late tragic affair, the Globe 
says—Contrary to instructions from the war de- 
partment, and in opposition to positive orders is- 
sued by the commanding general, forbidding any 
escort being sent from post to post, under thirty 
meu, a wagon was despatched froin Fort Micanopy 
to Fort Wacahoota with only eleven mounted in- 
fantry under command of lieutenants Sherwood and 
Hopson: as the morning was fine, Mrs. Montgome- 
ry rode out with them. About an hour after their 
departure, some of the horses returned to Fort Mi- 
canopy without their riders, and shortly after two 
soldiers road up and announced that the party had 
been attacked, Mrs. Montgomery and lieut. Sher- 
wood and several soldiers killed. The garrison im- 
mediately sallied out, and within three miles of the 
fort found the bleeding corpse of Mrs. Montgomery, 
with a soldier still breathing, lying by her, with! 
just strength to say to her agonized husband, who 
threw himself on the ground by his wife’s bleeding 
body—*‘lieutenant, I fought for your wife as long 
as I could.” Lieut. Sherwood was well mounted, 
and might, it is reported, have escaped, but would 
not abandon his fair charge. This barbarous act, 
it is believed, wascommitted by a band of the cruel 
and blood thirsty Mikasuckies. 

The frontier posts in Florida are not fit places for 
the residence of ladies. The same reasons which 
render it improper for them to be on board ships of 
war, might be urged against their being allowed to 
accompany their husbands to these posts of danger. 
Officers ought to be Jeft free to act in moments of 
emergency, without the uneasiness of having to pro- 
tect helpless women and children. 

This unfortunate lady had been only three weeks 
in Florida, and but lately married. 





THE NAVY. 

Promotions. Charles H. Bell, to be a comman- 
der in the navy from September 10, 1849. 

Daniel B. Ridgely, to be a lieutenant in the navy 
from September 10, 1840. 

John L. Ring, to be a lieutenant in the navy from 
October 26, 1840. 

Edward Gilchrist, to be asurgeon in the navy 
from September 27, 18-40. 

John A. Lockwood, tu be a surgeon in the navy 
from October 13, 1540. 

Levi Twiggs, to be a major in the marine corps 
from Noveinber 15, 1840. 

Job G. Williams, to be a captain in the marine 
corps from November 15, 1840. 

Thomas T. Sloan, to be a first heutenant in the 
inarine corps from October 31, 1840. 

Addison Garland, to’ be a first lieutenant in the 
marine corps from November 15, 1840. 

Appotutments. Nathan T. H. Moore, to be an 
assistant surgeon in the navy froin October 18, 
1840. 

Joseph Hopkinson, to be an assistant surgeon in 
the navy froin October 13, 1840. 

John Thornley, to be an assistant surgeon in the 
navy from October 13, 1840. 

Daniel L. Bryan, to be an assistant surgeon in 
the navy from October 13, 18-40. 

Robert Tansi}l, to be a second lieutenant in the 
inarine corps from November 4, 1840. 

John J. Berret, to be a second lieutenant in the 
marine corps from November 15, 1840. 

Wm. B. Scott, to be navy agent for the navy 
yard inthe city of Washington, and for the navy 
department, for four years from October 8, 1840. 

George Johnson, to be navy agent for the port of 
Pensacola, Florida, for four years from December 
28, 1840. 

The New York Atmerican says that the United 
States sloop of war Cyane was at Toulon on the 
29th of November last, to sail for Mahon—all 
wellon board. On the arrival of the Cyane, she 
found two three deckers and three 74’s, which, in 
afew days after, were joined by the fleet of obser- 
vation from the Levant, consisting of one three 
decker and ten 74’s—:making in all an exhibition 
of the French naval force, then in the hartor of 
Toulon, equal to 16 line of battle ships, 3 of which 
were of 126 guns each. In the fleet three admi- 
ral’s flags were flying, and 2 admirals were attach- 
ed to, and in command of the station and arsenal, 
making 5 admirals at that time on duty there. The 
ships are represented to have exhibited a magnifi 
cent appearance. The commander of the Cyane, 
and the adinirals, had exchanged visils, on which 





occasions salules were fired. 


War between Franecc 





and England was the all engrossin ay, 
the French officers. , & fopie amon 
The following is a list of the office 
the Cyane, 7% Pa mand 
William K. Latimer, commander; § 
Godon, Ist. lieutenant; Samuel F. Hazard 21 do. 
Alfred ‘Taylor, 3d do.; Benjamin F. Dove, 4ih de’ 
John J. Almy, acting master; Lewis B. Hante, 
surgeon; William Grier, assistant surgeon; Sleean: 
Bridge, purser; James Major, professor of mathe 
matics; Washington Reid, passed midshipima,, 
Francis Alexander, Wilmer Shields, Arehibalt 
McRge, Geo. B. Balch, Gustavus V. Fox, Charles 
W. Peace, Frederick W. Colby, Alexanders 
Rhind, midshipmen; George F. Cutter, captain's 
clerk; Ezra Chamberlain, bvatswain; John Barr 
gunner; James Ferguson, sailmaker; Thoinas p,’ 
terson, carpenter. 


STATES OF THE UNION, 
MAINE. 

The committee on elections of the legislature of 
Maine have reported that there was wo choieo of 
governor at the September election. The vote Stands 
thus; 

For Kent, (whig) 45,575, Fairfield, (Van Buren) 
45,507, Hamlin, (Van Buren) 28, Sinith, (Whigs) 
25, scattering, 55. 

The nmmber necessary for a choice is 45,599 
The acceptance of the report was objected to 4, 
the whigs, on the ground that 100 votes for Fajr. 
field and 45 for Kent, informally returned, were qj. 
lowed, and was laid on the table. If the report jg 
accepted, Kent will be chosen by the legislature, 
but, if it is not, aud the 145 votes rejected, Kept 
will be declared elected by the people. 

The legislature of Maine having accepted the 
report of the committee appointed to count the votes 
for governor, that there was no election by the peo. 
ple, the house, on Thursday, nominated Edward 
Kent and Jobn Fairfield to the serate, and the latter 
body, by a vote of sixteen fo eight, on the same 
day elected Mr. Kent (whig) governor of Maine 
for one year. On Wednesday Mr. Kent took the 
oaths of office, and entered upon the discharge of 
its duties. 

We learn from the Portland Advertiser, that Mr, 
Joshua A. Lowell, whom the Van Buren governor 
of Maine has declared elected to congress, and to 
whom he has given a certificate, was not in fact 
chosen. He received a minorily of the votes, but 
gov. Fairfield declared him elected by rejecting the 
returns ofa whig township. Mr, Noyes it is said 
will contest the seat and obtain if. 

Governor Kent of Maine, in his inaugural ad- 
dress adverts io the occupation, by order of the go- 
vernor general of Canada, of the pests at Tamis 
couta Lake and Madawaska, by British troops, in 
direct violation of the stipulated agreement between 
the authorities of New Brunswick and Maine, and 
says: 

“ cannot but view this proceeding, as my pre- 
decessor does, in his reply to sir John Harvey, as 
‘a direct and palpable infringement of the subsist- 
ing arrangement,’ and as taking military possession 
of that portion of the contested territory. Andil 
the suggesiion of lieutenant governor Harvey, who 
seems not to have been consulted in relation to this 
new act of jurisdiction, and who evidently regars 
it with regret, if not as an infringement of subsist- 
ing arrangements, is disregarded, and the British 
troops are permanently located at Madawaska,! 
shall feel it my duty to reiterate the request already 
made to the general government, and to urge mpon 
that government the justice and expediency of taking 
military possession on the part of the United States 
of the territory in dispule. The general govert- 
ment owes it to Maine to move forward in this 
matter, with promptness and eyergy, with a sincere 
and even anxious desire to preserve peace, but 
with an equally firm determination to maintain 
subsisting engagements on our part, and to insist 
upon a full performance from the other pasty.” 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Two new counties were constituted in N, Hamp- 
shire at the last session of the legislature by the 
division of Strafford county. The new counties 
are named Belknap and Carrol!; the first contains 
eight towns ard the other thiiteen. Strafford coun 
ty, which was the largestin the state, will hereallet 
contain but thirteen towns. The sessions of the 
courts for Belknap county will be held at Gilford; 
and for Carroll county at Ossipee. 

MASSACHUSETTS, 


ylvanns wy 





Message of governor Davis. The Boston Atlas of 


yesterday contains the message of the governor ° 
Massachusetts to the legislature of that state. 


occupies only one column and a half of the paps 
but info that small space governor Davis bas com 
The doct- 
inent is moderate and dignified in its tone; and pye 


pressed a volume of practical wisdom. 
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characteristics even in comimentin 
wi vay Severe severity upon “the experimental ts 
“9 ursued since the chief magistrate of the United 
wits tock into his custody and keeping the reve- 
- os . {N. Y. Star. 
O The hon. Isaac C. Bates was yesterday elected 
y. S. senator for Massachusetts, to fill gov. Davis’ 
vacancy and for the next term of six years. The 
yote in the house stood:—Isaac C. Bates, 250; Mar- 
cus Morton, 114; scattering, 5. 
Boston and Worcester rail road company. By an 
abstract from the superintendent’s weekly reports, 
jt appears that the receipts for passengers and 


freights on the Boston and Worcester rail road 
or 
wn $175,200 79 
1837 194,288 62 
1838 190,562 70 
1339 216,129 83 
1340 254,758 67 


NEW JERSEY. 

The legislature. This body re-assembled at 
Trenton on Tuesday last and organized for busi- 
ness; the officers of which are the hon. Joseph Por- 
ter, of Gloucester; vice president of the council, 
(senate), Robert E. Horner, of Princeton, secretary 

In the assembly, hon. John Emley, of Burling- 
ton, speaker, Samuel Pryor, jr. of Salem, clerk. 

A correspondent writes “that the election of a 
United States senator to take the place of gen. 
Wall will probabiy be held some time in February, 
when, of course, a good whig will be chosen to 
represent the broad seal of New Jersey in the se- 
nate of the United States in conjunction with her 
favorite Southard.” 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Legislature. Resolutions in favor of a repeal of 
the sub-treasury act, and advocating the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
have been Introduced in the legislature of Pennsyl- 
They embody instructions to the senators, 
and requests to the members of the lower house, to 
vote in accordance with the views of the legislatare 
on these questions. In relation to the tariff, the 
following resolation is also before the legislature: 

Resolved, That our senators be instructed, and 
our representatives requested, to vote for such mo- 
dification or adjustment of the tariff, as may in- 
crease the revenue Cerived from imports, equal to 
the wants of the national government, so that at no 
time hereafter, under any pretext whatever, shall 
any money arising from the sales of the public 
lands, be used by the general government. 

Loan. The bill authorising a loan of $800,000, 


_at six per cent. for five years to meet the state en- 


gagements on the Ist of February, which passed 
both houses of the Pennsylvania legislature on Sa- 
turday, has received the executive signature, and 
become alaw. The bill originally proposed a sale 


of bank stock owned by the state, as an alternative, | 


for raising the “ways and means” to meet the in- 


b terest on the state debt, which falls due on the Ist 
sof February. 


But the bill was amended in the 
senate, so as to provide for a loan of five years at 
six per cent. forthe sum necessary, withoat refer- 


ence to the bank stock of the state. 


DELAWARE. 

Gov. Comegys’ message. The message of gov. 
Comegys was cominunicated to the two houses on 
lhe 5th inst. It refers mostly to matters of local 
interest. ‘The coinmon school system now in ope- 
ration throughout the state seems to be in some re- 
spects defective. The appointment of a general 
superintendent is recommended—also some modifi- 
cations in the law imposing the school tax. It is 
Proposer| to exeinpt persons whose taxable property 
does not exceed three hundred dollars. 

The penal code of the states if is thought needs 
revision. Many of the punishments inflicted by it 
are severe beyond the modes and feeling of the 
‘se—Insomuch that the excessive rigor of the law 
often defeats its own end, throngh the necessary in- 
lerposition of the pardoning power, or the unwil- 
ingness of juries to condemn. 

Me VIRGINIA. 

United States senator, The legislature proceeded 

on Monday last tu the election of a U. S. senator, 


or the unexpired term of six years from the 4th of 


ae 1839, since which period the state has had 
folly One senator in congress. The vote sfood as 
ows:— Win. C. Rives, 85; John Y. Mason, 40; 
ames McDowell, 30; scattering 3. 
'. Rives received the vote of every whig in the 
Mr. Sinith, of Glon- 


wae vote for Mr. Rives, if after a first ballot 
: 8 found hecessary to eleet him, but otherwise 

ould not vote for him. Mr. Bayly, of Acco- 
did also Mr. 





Mr. Fulton, (W.) of Wyeth, voted for Mr. Mason|next. If any bank fail to comply with the provi- 


in obedience to the wishes of his constituents. 


sions of this.act, the charter of such bank is for- 


Francis E, Rives and George C. Dromgoole, re- | feited. 


presentatives in the present congress from this state 
have both publicly declined being candidates for re- 
election. : 

The population of Virginia, it is ascertained, is 
1,231,444—of which there are— 


Whites, 735,813 
Free colored, 48,425 
Slaves, 447,207 

1,231,444 
Population in 1830, 1,211,406 
Increase, 20,038 


The white population in 1830 was 694,439. The 
increase of whites is therefore 41,373. The increase 
of free blacks has been 1.322, and the decrease of 
slaves 22,517. The excess of whites over slaves in 
1830 was 224,715—in 1840 itis 228,605. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The inauguration of the new governor of the 
state of North Carolina, (John M. Morehead, esq.) 
took place on Friday the Ist instant, on whiich oc- 
casion, after taking the oaths of office in the pre- 
sence of past governor Dudley, the judges of the 
supreme court, and both branches of the legislature, 
governor Morehead delivered an address pertinent, 
to the oceasion, the following passages of which 
especially deserve circulation; the first for the moral 
truths of which it inculeates, and the other for the 
vindication of the sovereignty of the states which it 
includes: 


‘Nothing so surely indicates the happiness and 
prosperity of a people, as numerous school houses 
well filled during the week, and churches well 
crowded on the Sabbath; and the latter are sure to 
follow the former. If we desire to perpetuate our 
vlorious political institutions, we must give to all 
our people inoral and intellectual cultivation, That 
man who improves his intellect for six days in the 
week, and on the seventh endeavors to give it the 
proper direction froin the precepts of our holy re- 
ligion—who learns to do unto others as he would 
they should do unto him, that man will never be- 
come a tyrant—and he can never be made a slave. 

“Believing, as I do, that comity and good feeling 
should exist between the general government and 
all the members of the confederacy. I shall endea- 
vor, while I have the honor to preside over North 
Carolina, on every occasion that may offer, to meet 
them with that courtesy to wiich they are justly 
entitled—and which a due self-respect and the dig- 
nity of our state require should be shown. 

“The days of our political existence, under our 
present happy form of governinent, are numbered, 
when the states shall permit their sovereignty to be 
contemned, and their great seals to be scoffed at 
and disregarded.” 


“I will cheerfully yield to the general govern- 
ment all the powers to which it is entitled, trom a 
fair and proper construction and interpretation of 
the constitution; while, on the other band, T shall 
carefully maintain, protect and defend the rights 
which pertain to our own state. 

“I shall be extremely careful to see that North 
Carolina, when she speaks in her sovereign charac- 
ter, has a right to speak—and, when she does SO 
speak through her great seal—the emblem of her 
sovereignty—while I have the honor to control it, 
it must be, it shall be, respected. 

During the fate session of the legislature of N. 
Carolina, three new counties have been erected out 
cf{the counties of a size too large for convenience. 
The names of the counties are Stanley, Cleveland, 
and Caldwell. 

lt appears by the late census, that the population 
of North Carolina cunsists of 22,724 free persons 
of color, 246.917 slaves, and 487,298 whites—total, 
756,939. In 1830 the population was 737,987. In- 
crease in ten years, 18,952. 

GEORGIA. 

Representative. Hines Holt (whig) has been 
elected a representative in the present congress, by 
a large majority over his opponent, to fill the vacan- 
ey occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Colquett. 

“True patriots we.” The legislature of Georgia 
have passed a resolution, raising the pay of mem- 
bers to five dollars per day. A member of the Ken- 
tucky legislature the otlier day introduced a bill to 
reduce the pay of members to /wo doliars afler the 
close of the present session. Probably the wise 
inen of Georgia expect to be re-elected and probably 
the Kentucky economist does not! ; 

Resumplion. The last Augusta (Ga.) Chronicle 
contains the procla:nation of governor McDonald, 
of Georgia, in obedience to the Jaw of the last le- 
gislature, requiring the banks in that stafe, fo re- 


Cinpson, (V. B.) ‘the senafor froin Kenawha.-= [sume specie pay:nents on the first day of Fu braary 














LOUISIANA. 

Legislature. This body meton the 4th instant. 
The hon. Felix Garcia, was chosen president of the 
senate, and general William Deburys, speaker of 
the house. On the same day the governor trans- 
initted his message, of which we will take some no- 
tice hereafter. 

KENTUCKY. 

The bill providing for a repeal of the existing 
law of Kentacky, which prohibits the bringing into 
that state of slaves, for the purposes of sale, was 
negatived by the house of representatives, after 
long and ardent discussion, on the 9thinst. The vote 
on the passage of the bill of repeal was—ayes, 34; 
noes, 53. Referring to the question thus decided, 
the Louisville Journal says: ‘*No question which 
has come before the Kentucky legislature for years, 
has produced so much excitement as this.” 


INDIANA. 

One term. A joint resolution has passed both 
branches of the legislature, favoring an amendment 
to the constitution of the United States, debarring a 
president froin re-election. 


ILLINOTS. 

Riches of the west—products of Mlinois. Wehave 
before us the statistics of Illinois, and the result is, 
(even for a single state) a basis upon which produce 
merchants here and elsewhere, might make some 
pretty certain calculations. The total population 
is 445,475. On this aggregate then—now not quite 
half a million—is founded the following production 
from labor: 

Grain products.—W heat, 2,302,956 bushels; corn, 
19,626,904 do.; oats, 3,797,500 do.; to these should 
be added, potatoes, 1,566,000 do. 

It appears then, that the main crop of []linois is 
corn, most of which is fed to animals. Of wheat, 
there are about 8 bushels to each soul, or but little 
more than is ordinarily allowed for the consumption 
ofa people. Illinois, then, bas not yet become a 
great wheat state. ‘The potatoes, however, may be 
considered a surplus crop, if we allow the con- 
sumption of the people as we have done from wheat. 
In fact, however, both are consumed and both par- 
tially exported. 

Awinals.—Hogs, 1,258,184; neat cattle, 164,961; 
sheep, 337,157. 

It seems, then, palpable enongh, that hogs are the 
chief animal raised in Illinois, and they are the great 
consumers of their vast product of corn. Here, too, 
is an itein for the pork packers every where to re- 
fect upon. The ainount of hogs put up in Cincin- 
nati is only a little more than an eighth part of the 
number of hogs in [linois alone. Consequently it 
is impossible for the pork market to be controlled; 
in Cincinnati, or any other point whatever. 

Mineral productions.—Coual, 3,546,000 bushels; 
salt, 20,000 do.; lead, 363,666 Ibs. Thisis an in- 
teresting ite:n, showing that Ilinois bas within her 
limits three valuable minerals in sufficient abun- 
dance. 

Literature.—There are several colleges in Tlinois, 
but the nuinber and pupils are omitted in the ac- 
count above. Daily newspapers, 2; semi-weekly, 
2; weekly, 27; periodicals, 7. 

‘There are two or three counties omitted, but they 
will not aifect the main items of production, as stat- 
ed above, materially. 

Ilinois must, on the whole, be regarded as a pros- 
perous state; but not enough so to rnn the extrava- 
vant career of debt, schemes and boasting, which 
has been undertaken in the last few years. After 
all, the best mode of growth, both for individuals 
and states, is the gradual and certain mode, 

[ Cincinnait Chronicle. 

It appears by the recent census that the popula- 
tion is 445,475. It is thought that there are few 
states in the union, that have progressed faster in 
wealth and population, within the last ten years, 
than Illinois. 





MESSAGE OF THE GOVERONOR OF NEW 
YORK. 
Fellow cilizens of the senate and assembly: 

The field of public service to which you have 
been called, is bounded by no narrow limits. It 
includes the responsibility of securing civil rights; 
of defining crimes of every grade, and prescribing 
their appropriate punishments; of establishing laws 
concerning the acquisition, tenure and alienation 
of property, or instituting and maintaining courts of 
justice; of prescribing and enforcing all duties aris- 
ing out of the domestic and social relations; of cre- 
ating associations designed to promote the public 
xood, and controlling or suppreasing such as are in- 
jurious; taking care of tbe public health; providing 











amedium of exchange; sustaining domestic trade, 
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regulating elections and preserving the purity of the 
elective franchise; enacting laws for the discipline 
and instruction of the militia, the education of 

outh; the support of the poor, the relief of the af- 

icted, the encouragement of agriculture and all the 
useful arts, and the development of the resources of 
the state by the improvement of rivers and the con- 
struction of roads and canals; and finally, all the re- 
sponsibilities and powers which sovereign states 
may assume and exercise, with the exception of 
those expressly granted to the federal government, 
and subject only to the limitations prescribed by the 
constitution of this state, and that of the United 
States. These responsibilities affect the welfare, 
honor and happiness of two and a half millions of 
free people. Although distinguished for the refine- 
ment of its social condition, this community is only 
in the beginning of its existence. Notwithstanding 
its thousand towns, it has yet an extensive region 
altogether unoccupied; and with aggregate wealth 
of a million of millions of dollars; its soil is imper- 
fectly cultivated, its minerals have hardly been dis- 
turbed in their beds, the natural obstacles to trade 
have only been partially removed and the perfect 
subdivision of industry in its various departments 
is yet to take place. We are in the midst of com- 
munities which are neither hostile nor rival powers, 
nor yet dependent colonies, exhausting their wealth 
for our support; but free and prosperous states, 
bound to us not only by the federal compact, but 
by the strongest ties of common sympathy and af- 
fection, and obliged by the natural direction of their 
trade to contribute to our revenues and increase our 
commercial importance. 

When the federal government has discharged its 
duty in maintaining peaceful and advantageous re- 
lations with foreign countries, in conducting its fis- 
cal affairs so as not to derange the business of the 
people, in making the necessary improvement of 
navigable rivers and Jakes, and affording proper fa- 
cilities for the transmission of intelligence, it can 
do little more to promote the public welfare. On 
the other hand, the legislature which by salutary 
reform, effects a decrease of crime, raises the stan- 
dard of general education, established a new safe- 
guard around the elective franchise, or opens a new 
channel for commerce, does more to increase the 
general prospeiity and even to strengthen the bunds 
of the union, than congress with its limited powers 
can accomplish. 

The year which we are permitted to review, has 
been crowned with the blessings of health, plenty 
and peace. No pestilence has been abroad, sever- 
ing the ties from which happiness arises, and re- 
compensing with disease and death the unavailing 
offices of affection; nor has war, with its fearful de- 
solation, diverted from domestic sorrows their right- 
ful sympathy and consolation. Contentment has 
been in our dwellings; and the abundance we have 
received has rendered it more easy to give than to 
withhold. The laws have maintained their supre- 
macy; and the administration of justice has encoun- 
tered no resistance. Al) the departments of the zo- 
vernment bave performed their functions without 
interruption and with general success. ‘The harvest 
has been followed by a partial! resuscitation of con- 
fidence, and the general jndications of a revival of 
enterprise, promises a return of prosperity. Sen- 
timents favorable to frugal and patient industry, 
have regained their just influence; and the agitation 
which, for a time, threatened to array against each 
other masses having common interests, and to es- 
tablish new, impracticable and revolutionary mea- 
sures, in the policy of the government, has given way 
to a prevailing conviction that the public welfare 
is best promoted by imutual harmony and confi- 
dence, and by a conservative support of tried insti- 
tutions and laws. 

The comptroller will lay before you a full report 
of the fiscal condition of the state. The revenue 
derived from auction sales, within the fiscal year 
ending on the 30th day of September last, amount- 
ed to $164,621 38. The receipts for duties on galt 
manufactured at the salt springs, were $155,961 16. 

The revenue frown auction sales, have been ef- 
fected by the depression of commerce, and exhibit 
a diminution of $60,780 46, since the previous fis- 
cal year. The quantity of salt manufactured, has 
been less than in the year 1839, by about two hun- 
dred thousand bushels, and the revenues are there- 
fore less by the sun of $33,301 96. 

There has heretofore been in use one salt spring 
in each of the villages of Liverpool, Salina, Syra- 
cuse and Geddes, ‘he water at Liverpool contains 
about seventy per cent. of salt; the springs at Sali- 
na and Syracuse, furnish about fifly-six per cent. 
each; and the water at Geddes yield about thirty per 
cent. All the springs, except that at Liverpool, 
furnish limited supplies. The very commendable 
efforts of the superintendent to discover additional 
sources of brine, have been crowned witty success. 


Three springs have been found at Salina, each fur- 
nishing water equal in strength and purity to that at 
Liverpool; and collectively, they will yield an am- 
ple supply for the manufactories at Syracuse and 
Geddes. [I am happy in being able to state that the 
search fur new springs at Montezuma, has been suc- 
cessful, and that a revival of the manufacture of 
salt at that place, may be expected. Asa conse- 
quence of these discoveries, we may anticipate a 
reduction of the expense of manufacture, and an 
increase of the quantity produced; results which 
cannot fail to be profitable to the treasury, and bene- 
ficial to our fellow citizeius. 

The amount of tolls and rents of surplus waters 
collected during the fiscal year, on all the canals of 
the state was $1,608,827 45 
And the amonnt of charges on all 

canals, exclusive of interest on 


loans, was 586,011 87 





Leaving a nett revenue, $1,020,815 58 
being $36,981 18 less than the amouut of nett in- 
come of the preceding year. 

The amount of tolls and rents received during 
the season of navigation in 1840, was $1,775,747 
57, showing the gratifying increase of $159,365 55 
over the amount received in 1839. 

The productive capital of the school fund at the 
close of the fiscal year, was $2,033,807 95. The 
revenue received within the same period, including 
the appropriation of $165,000, from the income of 
what is called the United States deposite fund, was 
$263,400 65. The amount paid out for the support 
of common schools, was $275,010 10. 

The capital of the literature fund is $268,777 93. 
The revenue during the year, including $28,000 
appropriated from the income of the U. States de- 
posite fund, was $46,935 84. The amount paid 
out and applied to the support of the higher semi- 
naries of learning, was $47,871 97. 

All the colleges in the state are in a flourishing 
condition. The number of students attending these 
institutions is six hundred and sixty-two; of whom 
one hundred and twenty are in Columbia college, 
one hundred and fifteen in the university of the city 
of New York; two hundred and seventy-three in 
Union college; ninety-four in Hamilton college; and 
sixty in the college at Geneva. The communi- 
cation from the presideut of Columbia college, 
herewith submitted, shows that that institution is 
suffering a singular inconvenience froim the past li- 
berality of the state. 

The number of students in all the academies and 
grammar schools in the state, is thirty-four thousand 
eight hundred and three. The number of the chil- 
dren attending the common schools is about five 
hundred and seventy thousand; and the whole nuin- 


age, as nearly as can be ascertained, is about six 
hundred thousand. There are about eleven thou- 
sand common school districts in the state, ipchuding 
those under the charge of the public school society 
in the city of New York, in all of which schools are 
maintained during an average of eight monthsin the 
year. Of these school districts, there are very few 
which have not complied with the act providing for 
the establishment of school district libraries, and 
there are at this time in these various district libra- 
ries about one million of volumes. 

Within the five years limited by the law there 
will have been expended in the purchase of books, 
more than half a million of dollars. Although an 
injudicious choice of books is sometimes made, 
these libraries generally include history and biogra- 
phy, voyages and travels, works on natural history 
and the physical sciences, treaties upon agriculture, 
commerce, manufactures and the arts, and judicious 
selections from modern literature. Henceforth, no 
citizen who shall have improved the advantages of- 
fered by our common schools, and the district libra- 
ries will be without some scientific knowledge of the 
earth, its physicial condition and phenomena, the 
animals that inhabit it, the vegetables that clothe it 
with verdure, and the minerals under its surface, the 
physiology and the intellectual powers of man, the 


chemistry and their application to the arts, the 
principles of inoral and political economy, the his- 
tory of nations, and especially that of our own 
country, the progress and triumph of the democra- 
tic principle in the governments on this continent, 
and the prospects of its ascendency throughout the 
world, the trials and faith, valor and constancy of 
our ancestors, with the inspiring examples of be- 
nevolence, virtue and patriotism exhibited in the 
lives of the benefactors of mankind. ‘The fruits of 
this enlightened and beneficent enterprize are chief- 
ly to be gathered by oursuccessors. But the present 
generation wi'l not be aliogether unrewarded. Al- 
though many of our cilizens may pass the disirict 





library, heedless of the treasure it contains, the un- 


ber of children between five and sixteen years of 


laws of mechanics and their practical uses, those of 








pretending volumes will find their baetetee 
sides, diffusing knowledge, increasing domestic ; 
piness and promoting public virtue. } 

The institution for the instruction of deaf mut 
and the asylum for the blind, continue to make a 
ple returns for the patronage they have receiyeg 

The legislature of 1889 very properly direc 
the immediate attention of the commissioners Of th 
asylum for the insane to the completion of One 
the four edifices contemplated by my predeces, 
That building is designed to accommodate aboy 
hundred and fifty persons, and may be prepared 4, 
ing the ensuing season for the reception of tog 
who unhappily are to become its tenants. Itde 
volves npon you to adopt a system for the govern, 
ment of the institution. There is not withiy the 
range of the healing art, a department that require 
so rare a combination of profound knowledge of th, 
physical and intellectual constitution of man, wij 
firmness, gentleness and devotedness, as that of tip 
cure of ruined winds, 

The geological examination of the state will p 
completed on the first day of June next. The py}, 
lic officers of the several state departments wii! ), 
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the legislature, be fitted for the reception of geo), 
gical, botanical, mineral and zoological specimen 
produced during the survey. ‘The final report of ty 
geologists will be submitted at the next session of 
the legislature. Exhibiting a full view of the 29, 
logy, botany, mineralogy and geology of the stay 
of New York, it will be a nobler tribute to scieng 
than any which has yet been offered in our count 

The law passed last year concerning the redem 
tion of bank notes has had a beneficial operation~ 
The currency issued by the several banking ing. 
tutions and associations has maintained its crejjt 
and circulation. The bills of the City Bank of Buf. 
falo have been redeemed by applying for that pur. 
pose $262,333 82 of the safety fund, and $52,795 17 


‘ 


received from the contributing banks. The Wayne The ¢ 
connty bank at Palmyra, has recently been placed tlement | 
under an injunction at the instance of the bank com. laerwick 
inissioners, but the holders of its bills will sustain pin 4 spin’ 
no loss. There remains of the capital of the safety Mel am inf 
fund the sum of $556,456 76. The ¢ 

The number of convicts in the state prison ajimme April un 
Auburn on the thirtieth day of September last, wa jm tion has 
six hundred and sixty-seven; of whom two bundred My year- A 


tained, | 
boats us 
transpor 
pended 1 
ver, at I 


and fifteen were received during the year euding 
with that day. In the same period, twelve die, 
thirty-five were discharged by pardon, and one bub 
dred and thirty-four by the expiration of their sem 
tences. The amount received for the labor of tte 


convicis during the fiscal year was $61,355 35; and Februar, 
the amount expended for general support and m ments 
cessary improvements and in the payment of pre arquecs 
vious debts was $57,928 10. The excess of tit the Erie 
earnings of the convicts over the ordinary expense for repai 


of the prison, was $6,917 39. The number of col mans 
victs in the state prison at Mount Pleasant, al theme secu sak 
close of the fiscal year was eight hundred and thir By propriat 


ty-two. The number received during the year wa ns set 
three hundred and filty-six; sixteen died, tweblf hee Ay 
were discharged by pardon, and one hundred adm pence ; 
ninety-two by expiration of sentence, within ltt Page 
same period. ; and the | 

The amount of earnings was $83,504 14. and be : e| 
expenses of the prison were $77,460 00. _ The te frst. = 
cal condition of the prison is highly satistactoy, M ~ 
and their discipline has been improved. ‘Tlie coll * ete 
plaints of cruelty which heretofore engaged pub then hs 
lic sympathy, and brought our penitentiary sys $7 533, 
into disrepute, have altogether ceased. Sunde Th x 
schools have been maintained, and in pursuance 1 tiles be 
my recominendation, the cell of each prisoner ist ms tony 


ways supplied with a volume of the school distr 
library. Pr his measure was followed by a gratil) yt 
ing improveinent in the conduct of the prisones” Bie. of 
Many wearisome hours of solitary confinement ™ wired 
beguiled, resolutions of repentence and reformalidl 15.57% 
are formed, and the minds of the unhappy convicts a Ro, 
accustomed to the contemplatian of virtue . the part 
expanded by knowledge, are gradually prepare Me be finis 
resist the temptations which await thei on the from R. 
return to society. ; Cd al The 
The efficacy of the administration of justice “re $100.0 
necessarily be impaired by a too frequent ate eanal 
of the pardoning power. Inconsiderable clement be effic 
operates as an encouragement to crime, and oe locks y 
duces more misery than it alleviates. I have ne resume 
ed it my duty to restrict the exercise of the ee © mile in 
ing power within narrower limits than have the na 
heretofore observed. conven 


It has been confined to those cases where the "i 


' Usines 
viction was erroneous; where the punishmen | transp¢ 
judged was manifestly too severe; where np? The 


hat lit tga tall ad 
disclosures conducive to public justice were 
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role Biigher than any human power had interposed be- river to Rome, about thirty miles in length, requir- | Leaving a clear surplus, after paying the interest on 
omestic ha ween society and the oifender against its laws; | ed as a feeder, may end ought to be completed as| the debt for the enlargement of the Erie canal, and 

p where diseases threatening life might be removed }soon as an additional supply of water shall be re-| the $400,000 aunually ioaned to the 
deaf Mute 7 a restoration to liberty; aud a small number in} quired fur the enlarged Erie canal. According to} treasury, of $398,095 95 
to make ay! Shich the appeal for mercy was commanded by the | the corrected estimate of the former canal commis- | The commissioners of the eanal fund estimate that 


ex, the tender youth or extreme age of the prison- 
or by the temptations which prompted, or the 
Ntigating circumsiances which attended the eom- 
mitig e, and was supported by evidences 
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‘rly directa 
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on of nission of crim ; 

predeces Me penitence and reformation. The whole number 
ate abouts { persons discharged from the state prisons by par- 
repared diy ion during the last year, was fifty-four. The num. 


ner pardoned in 1839 was thirty-three. Of those 
nardoned in the two years, the rights of citizenship 
were restored to those only, six in number, who 


10M of tho 
ants, It de 


"the 5overn, 











t Within th [mmewere found to have been unjustly convicted. 

that require The whole number of persons pardoned for every 
vledge of th description of offence, including misdemeanors, in 
f man, vit 1820 was 354, in 1821 311, in 1822 209, in 1823 100, 


jn 1824 180, in 1825 173, in 1826 285, in 1827 199, 
jn 1828 331, in 1829 88, in 1830 138, in 1831 115, in 
1832 107, in 1833 160, in 1834 149, in 1835 131, in 


S that of the 


state Will be 














he pub, ame 1836 93, in 1837 10S, in 1833 158, in 1839 64, and 
relits will hy fain 1840 ee 
ate hall, ang Sixteen convictions for murder have been report- 
fices will, j) gamed to me within the last two years. Of these one 
st session y onviction was reversed by the court for the cor- 
On Of geo), IEmrection of errors; One convict was pardoned because, 
a! specimen fammalthough he leaded guilty to the charge, it was 
report of thy Emeettified by the court that he was insane when the 
Xt Session of crime was committed; the sentences of three were 
y of the 29, commuted to confinement in the state prison for 
of the stajp Mmlife, upon the ground of doubts of the justice of their 
'e to scieng fammeconviction, or from mitigating circuinstances; nine 
Our country, have suffered the penalty prescribed by law; and 
the redemp, fim two are RoW awaiting the same fearful punishment. 


While many citizens deny the absolute right of go- 
vernment to inflict capital punishment, all agree 
that its too freqency operates as an encouragement, 
rather than a preventive of crime. It is an inter- 
esting and important inquiry, whether that frequen- 
cy does not now exist among us. 

The commissioners appointed to mediate a set- 


operation< 
inking insti. 
Pcl its credit 
bank of Buf. 
for that plife 
1 $52,795 17 
The Wayne 


been placed fmm tlement of the difficulties on the manor of Ransse- 
e bank com. me laerwick, have prosecuted the duty assigned them 
will sustain (mein a spirit of equal justice to all parties, and will, as 
of the safety fie E am informed, soon be prepared to submit a report. 

The canals were navigable from the twentieth of 
te prison atime April until the fourth of December; and the naviga- 
ber last, was tion has been less hindered than in any previous 
two burdredfimme year. An increased depth of water has been inain- 


tained, permitting an increase of burthen in the 
boats used, and materially reducing the expense of 
transportation. Thirty thousand dollars were ex- 
pended in repairing the dam across the Hudson ri- 
ver, at Troy, which was carried away by a flood in 
February last. It was also found necessary to sub- 
stitute new structures for several decayed locks and 
acqueducts, in order to maintain the navigation of 
the Erie and Chainplain canals. The expenditures 
for repairs, have therefore been somewhat increased. 

The enlargement of the Erie canai has been pro- 
secuted with all the diligence permitted by the ap- 
propriations for that object. Various portions of 
the work have been finished,and others will be 
completed within the winter. The amount ex- 
peuded for the enlargetnent prior to the ist of Ja- 
nuary 1840, was $4,659,661. The appropriations 
for that objeet, during the last year, were $2,500,000; 
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14. and the BM and the surplus revenues of the eanale applied to the 
>. The ix Me eame purpose, were $369,171. Thus, between the 
satisfactory, fmm Orst day of January, 1840, and the first day of 

The com fame March next, the sun of $2,869,171 will have been 


expended; making the aggregate sum which will 


gayet pub 
then have been applied to this great work, 


lary systell 


i.” Sunity ime $7,533,832. 
ursuance d The experience of the present commissioners jus- 
jsoner is i tifies belief that the cost of the enlargement will not 
hool distrit exceed the corrected estimate submitted by their 
ya yratilf predecessors in 1839, viz: $23,112,766. Deducting 
risoners- fe (he amount which will have been expended on the 
inement at first of March next, $1,533,832, there will be re- 
reformation tee to finish the enlargement, the sum of 
py convicts 15,573,954. That portion lying between Albany 
virtue afi 49d Rome might be completed in the spring of 1843; 
prepared (0 the part extending from Rome to Rochester, might 
in on thel be finished by the spring of 1845; and the residue, 
from Rochester to Buffalo, by the spring of 1847. 
nstice mnt The legislature, at its last session, appropriated 
ent exercis# $100,900 for rebuilding the jocks on the Chemung 
le clement rege The work has beea commenced, and wiil 
e, and pom ve efliciently prosecuted. Fourteen of the new 
have deel '°CKs will be ready for use when the navigation is 
the pardo arti A section of the feeder of this eanal, one 
have belie He in length, was left in an unfinished state, and 
= navigation has been much hindered. The in- 
ere the c™ venience has been felt more severely since the 
shment 'siness of the canal has been inereased by the 
e importa ransportation of coal. 
were ine he construction of the Black river canal has 
swed thle *€i continued, The portion of it from the Black 





sioners, the cost of the Black river canal and feeder 
will be $2,431,599 29. There was appropriated 
in 1836, the sum of $500,000, and in 1840 the sum 
of $250,000 was appropriated, to which is to be 
added the expense of a feeder from the Black river 
to the Erie canal, estimated by the canal board at 
$290,097 66, which has been transferred to the 
credit of this canal, making an aggregate of 
$1,340,091 66; ofall which, except about $160,000, 
had, at the close of the fiscal year, been devoted to 
the censtruction of this canal. 

That part of the Genesee valley canal, lying be- 
tween Rochester and Mount Morris, 35 miles in 
length, was opened for navigation on the Ist of Sep- 
tember last. The branch canal to Danville will be 
finished and connected with the main canal during 
the present winter. The cost of the entire im- 
provement was estimated by the former canal com- 
missioners at $4,900,122 79. The gum of 
$2,000,000 was appropriated in 1836, and $590,000 
in 1840, the whole of which wiil have been expend- 
ed by the Ist of March next. 

Forty-five miles of the New York and Erie rail 
road, extending from its eastern terinination at 
Piermont on the Hudson river to Goshen in the 
county of Orange, will be in operation within the 
present month. The entire length of the road will 
be four hundred and forty-six miles, Various por- 
tions, seventy-two miles in the whole, are graded 
and ready to receive the superstructure. Ninety- 
one miles, chiefly in the valley of the Susquehanna, 
are under contract, and the company represents that 
it is about closing contracts for one hundred and 
eighty-eight miles. kh represents further, that its 
road will, in itscapacity for business, and the cheap- 
ness and safety with which it can be used, be se- 
cond to none in the United States, and with the ex- 
ception of its higher grades, equal to any in Eng- 
land. The company also communicates its expec- 
tation of completing the work within the period of 
two years. The cost of the road, as estimated by 
the company, will be about nine millions of dollars. 
The amount which has been expended is one mil- 
lion three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. The 
credit of the state, granted by the law of 1838, was 
three millions of dollars, of which four hundred 
thousand dollars were issued prior to 1840, and four 
hundred thousand dollars within that year. 

The construction of the Auburn and Rochester 
rail road has been successfully prosecuted. That 
portion of the road which extends from Canandai- 
gua to Rochester, and connects with the rail road 
from the latter place to Batavia, was put in opera- 
tion on the first of September last. Itis expected 
that the whole will be finished within the ensuing 
eighteen months; and there will then be a continu- 
ous line of rail roads from Albany to Batavia, leav- 
ing a space of only forty miles without such com- 
munication, between the Hudson river and Lake 
Erie. 

The commissioners appointed to-survey the routes 
for arail road from Ogdensburgh to Lake Cham- 
plain, have performed that duty. I lay before you 
their report concerning the feasibility and advantage 
of an improvement which I deem essential to the 
development of the mineral resources of the state, 
and to its general prosperity. 

The Delaware and Hudson canal company, and 
all the rail road companies which have been aided 
by loans of the credit of the state, have regularly 
paid the interest on the stock issued for their benefit. 

The debt of the state, exclusive of that portion 
which was contracted for the construction of the 
Erie and Champlain canals, and which is regarded 
as paid by the accumulation of funds set apart for 
that purpose, and exclusive also of the contingent 
liabilities arising from the loans of its credit, is ag 
follows: 

Debt of the general fund, exclusive of what is called 
the permanent foan to the treasury from the ca- 
nal revenues, $1,412,961 62 

Debts for the lateral canals that are 
completed, including the recent loan 
for the Chemung canal, 

Debts contracted for unfinished works, 
viz: 

For the enlargement of the Erie canal, 6,500,000 00 

For the Black river canal, 1,050,000 00 

For the Genesee valley eanal, 2,500,000 00 

For the Oneida river improvement, 50,000 00 





3,351,784 71 





Aggregate state debt, $15,064,746 33 
The nett revenues of all the canals during the last 
fiscal year, after deducting all expenditures and 


the clear surplus of the current fiscal 

year wiil be $570,000 .00 
The expenditures from the general. fund during the 

fiscal year, exclusive of the deficiency 

of the lateral canals, were $779,324 36 
The receipts from the sources provided by law 

were $379,211 O1 
From the payment of the balance due the preceding 

year from the canal fund, and from other 

sources, — $400,113 35 

The militia of the state consists of forty-three di- 
visions, of which four are artillery, three are caval- 
ry and horse artillery, thirty-three are infantry, and 
three are riflemen. These are divided into three 
hundred and sixty-nine regiments and separate bat- 
talions. The aggregate number of citizens enrolled 
is one hundred and eijghty-three thousand one hun- 
dred, of whom seven thousand three hundred and 
thirty-six are cavalry and hverse artillery, nine 
thousand and eighty-two are artillery, one hundred 
and fifty-seven thousand six hundred and thirty-one 
are infantry, five thousand six hundred and sixty- 
nine are riflemen, and three thousand three hundred 
and eighty-two are enrolled in independent uniform 
companies. While J have the pleasure to announce 
a gratifying improvement in the enrolment of the 
inilitia, it will excite no surprise that its discipline 
remains as imperfect as heretofore. 

The report of the commissary general presents 
an account of the condilion of his department. The 
state owns two hundred and ninety-two iron, and 
two hundred and fifty-five brays pieces of ordinance, 
with arms and imperfect equipments for a force of 
about fifty thousand men. Your attention is re- 
spectfully called to the suggestion of the commissa- 
ry general, concerning the necessary measures for 
the preservation of the important property commit- 
ted to his care. 

I submit herewith the correspondence which has 
passed between the executive of Virginia and my- 
self, on the subject of the demand made by the for- 
mer for the delivery of certain fugitives from jus- 
tice, charged with stealing a negro slave. In bring- 
ing the subject of this correspondence before your 
predecessors, I observed that it fell within the pro- 
vince of the executive department, and that the du- 
ties of that department arose under the constitution 
and laws of the United States, and not under the 
constitution and laws of this state. Nevertheless, 
the respect [ owed to the executive of: Virginia, and 
to the legislature of this state, induced: me to sub- 
mit my action for the information of the legislature, 
The governor of Virginia, by direction of the legis- 
lature of that state, subsequently transmitted to me 
certain resolutions of that body, with a request that 
I would lay the same before the legislature of this 
state. I was at the same time requested by the ex- 
ecutive of Virginia to review the position which [ 
had taken, Both these wishes were complied with, 
and with what results will appear in the correspon- 
dence now submitted. I have thought it might not 
be uninteresting to the legislature to receive also a 
copy of a special message by the governor of Vir- 
ginia to the legislature of that state, together with 
a copy ofa circular letter addressed by that func- 
tionary to the governors of the slaveholding States, 

In discharging the constitutional duty of reeom- 
mending such measures as are deemed expedient, I 
shall have occasion sometimes to refer to views sub- 
mitted to your predecessors, and. to, past legislation. 

It has been recommended that the legislature 
should insist upon the payment by the federal go- 
vernment of the fourth instalment of the sarplus 
revenues, and require a relinquishment by congress 
of allelaims for a reimbursement of the moneys 
constituting the United States deposite fund. The 
moneys deposifed with the states were derived from 
imposts and from sales of the public Jands, and 
were the property of the people of the United 
States. It cannot be denied that when the distri- 
bution was made, it was well understood by con- 
gress, that the form of a deposite was adopted, only 
to save the bill froin the veto of the federal execu. 
tive. Nor is it less apparent that the several jegis- 
latures, in disposing of the funds deposited, by no 
means contemplated a contingeney in which they 
should be repaid to the general government, In 
the last message of the president, and in the report 
of the secretary of the treasury, this deposite is al- 
luded to as a part of the resources of the treasury 
which has taid uncailed for during a long period. of 
fiscal einbarrassments; although congress subse- 
quently to the distribution, expressly prohibited the 
secretary from demanding the. moneys without its 





the ‘deficiencies of the lalerai canais, 
20,815 57 





| were $1,0 


express authority. Having observed with much 
| pleasure, the introduction intu the house of repre- 







































































































$i) rggmgeio 
ae. ee 


—— 


2 “ies 


ed 
z. 
~~ 


igh Labs 














; 


‘ 

' Pe 
fare 
a 


326 








NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JAN. 23, 1841-—-GOV. SEWARD’S MESSAGE. 





sentatives of a bill which would carry into effect 
the views I have heretofore presented to the legis- 
lature, I again respectfully submit the inquiry, whe- 
ther the people of New York expect to withdraw 
from the support and endowment of common schools 
and other seminaries of learning, the sum of four 
millions of dollars thus derived, and pay it intoa 
treasury which, when well managed, overflows with 
the tributes of their own commerce. 

After the canal tolls, our chief sources of revenue 
are the duties upon auction sales, and upon the ma- 
nufacture of salt at the salt springs. Previous to 
1838, such sales were required to be made by per- 
sons appointed by the governor and senate. It was 
justly urged against that system, that it was a mo- 
nopoly injurious to trade, and that it unnecessarily 
increased the patronage of the executive, and it 
was therefore abolished. It has been thought wor- 
thy of inquiry, whether the plan now pursued is not 
defective in provisions for securing the payment of 
the duties constituting the revenue. 

The salt springs furnish asupply of water ample 
for the production of half a million of bushels of salt 
annually; but the demand within the regions de- 
pendent upon them, scarcely exceeds half that quan- 
tity. It has been beiieved that by a judicious re- 
duction of canal tolls upon the salt manufactured 
from the water of those springs, the market might 
be extended, the maoufacture increased, and conse- 
quently the revenue of the state augmented. To 
these suggestions, I respectfully add that of a ne- 

otiation upon some equal basis with the state of 

hio, for a reduction of tolis upon our salt trans- 
ported upon the canals.of that state, which might be 
reciprocated by a reduction of our tolls upon coal 
and other minerals froin Ohio. 

It was submitted to your predecessors that the 
administration of justice was hindered and delayed, 
and rendered oppressive by reasun of the defective 
organization of the courts of law and equity; that 
the court of chancery was incompetent to its im- 
portant duties; that causes remained on its calendar 
more than two years; that its patronage and power 
were too great to be reposedina single judge; that 
the supreme court was oppressed with business, 
and could not perform it with the deliberation and 
despatch regnired by the public welfare; that courts 
of common pleas had in a great degree been cesert- 
ed by suitors, and had the form and organization of 
courts of justice, while they enjoyed little of the 
popular respect due to such tribunals, and perforin- 
ed few of their important functions; and that the 
compensation heretofore paid to registers and clerks 
in chancery, and to the cierks of the supreme court, 
to county clerks, surrogates, notasies and supreme 
court commissioners for their services, to attorneys 
in the collection of debts, and to solicitors, counsel- 
lors and masters, in the foreclosure of inortgages, 
was disproportioned to the services actually render- 


with, in which there were about three thousand in- 
cumbents, and the burthens of the people were sen- 
sibly diminished, A Jaw was also passed requiring 
all judgments designed to effect any real estate, to 
be docketed in the county in which such real estate 
is situated. The measure has relieved the aliena- 
tion of land of onerous charges, and much inconve- 
nience, and has removed one of the causes which 
diverted business from the courts of common pleas 
into the supreme court. The jurisdiction of justices 
courts was extended, so as to include controversies 
where the amount involved dors not exceed one 
hundred dollars. It is gratifying to notice the pro- 
gress of these domestic tribunals in the favor and 
confidence of the people. Their jurisdiction was 
originally limited to demands not exceeding five 
pounds or twelve dollars and a half. By other laws, 
the legislature reduced the fees of many other of- 
ficers, and diminished the average cost of foreclo- 
sure of mortgages to a sum two-thirds less than un- 
der the foriner systein, that of collecting debts in 
actions not litigated to a sum of three-fourths less, 
and the costs in litigated suits to an amount one- 
third less. 

While there can be no doubt that these measures 
were in principle just, and that the reform which 
has been accotnplished was necessary, it is com- 
plained by many who are conversant with the prac- 
tice of the courts, that some of the laws which have 
been passed are imperfect, liable to be evaded, and 
in some respects unequal in their operation. Such 
a result is by no means improbable. There are few 
of the works of man which are not susceptible of im- 
provement; and certainly all experience has sliown 
that laws seldom form an exception if the system 
which has been substituted in the place of one that 
has Jong prevailed, is, in any material respect, de- 
fective or unjust. I doubt not that it will afford 
much pleasure to make the necessary amendment. 

The charitable institutions under the patronage 
of the state, have heretofore been commended by 
ine to the legislature; and I am happy to acknow- 
ledge that no appeal made in their behalf, has been 
denied. It was suggested in 1839, that the inte- 
rests of the state required the visitation of the insti- 
tution forthe deafand dumb. The superintendent 
of the common schools was very properly charged 
with that duty. 

In regard to our penitentiaries it has been main- 
tained that discipline ought to be tempered with 
kindness, and that moral influences should be em- 
ployed to secure the submission and promote the 
reformation of convicts. Althongh some improve- 
ment has been made in this respect, more may yet 
be accomplished. It is too often forgotten that the 
object chietly contemplated in the adoption of our 
penitentiary systein was the reformation of otfenders. 
This object derives its importance from considera- 





ed, and was unnecessarily increased by the prolixity 
and tediousness of legal Joims and proceedings. [i 
was proposed to reorganize the court of chancery 
and the supreme court, to restore the efficiency and 
usefulness of the courts of common pleas, to en- 
large the jurisdiction of the justices’ courts, to in- 
trodnee greater simplicity and brevity into legal 
proceedings, and to reduee the fees of the various 
public officers to such a scale az would afford just 
compensation for necessary services. Although the 
necessity of reorganizing the higher courts was ear- 
nestly insisted upon by my predecessor as well as: 
by myself, has engaged the attention of the legisla- 
ture for several years, and has been made the sub- 





ject of reference to the judiciary and to a special! 


commission; yet such have been the difficulties at-; within the district from which criminals are receiv- 
if to} ed at the Auburn prison, are now sent to that peni- 

jtentiary, where they remain until an executive or- 
‘der is made for conveying them to Mount Pleasant, 


tending any improvement, that it bas been le 
your consideration. 

The only measures which have been adopted were 
temporary laws directing the appointment of two 
vice-chancellaovs in the first’ circuit, one in the 
eighth, and an additional judge of the court of 
common pleas in the city of New York. The le- 

_gislature of 1839, reduced the fees and emoluments 

of registers and clerks in the court of chancery by 
a law which ditninished the avgregate compensation 
annually paid to those officers by about the sum of 
$30,000, 

The legislature of 1840, entitled itself to the last- 
ing gratitude of the people, by benign measures 
designed to produce reform in legal proceedings, It 
dissolved the connection between judges of county 
courts and boards of supervisors, in the appointment 
of county treasurers and county superintendents of 
the poor; a conpection by which judges were made 
partizans, and the power of the executive depart- 
ment was exercised to defeat the will of the people 
in the selection of those legal functionaries. The 
office of commissioner of deeds was abolished, ex 


cept in cities: its dutges were devolved upon justices 


tions of prudence, as well as of philanthropy. The 
unreforined convict, after being released, spends a 
brief period in committing depredations upon socie- 
ty, and in corrupting youth, and then returns to the 
prison to exercise a vicious influence upon his fel- 
low prisoners. Reformation ean seldom be expect- 
ed, without addressing the mind. I would have the 
school rooin in the prison fitted as carefully as the 
solitary cell and the work shop, and although at- 
tendance there cannot be so frequent, I would have 
it quite as regular. 

The recent establishment of a separate institu‘ion 
for female prisoners, under the managetnent of one 
of their own sex, reflects much honor upon the 
state; and I am happy to add that it has realized the 
expectations of the legislature. Females convicted 


and such an order cannot be made for less than ten 
convicts. ‘This temporary imprisoument of females 
in the prison at Auburn operates harshly towards 
them, and is inconvenient in regard to the manage- 
ment of that institution. I respectfully recommend 
that the law be modified so that females be ‘direetly 
conveyed to their proper penitentiary. The chief 
obstacle fo a reformation of this class of offenders 
is the inflexibility with which society rejects them 
after their season of penance is past. While the 
cause of public morals requires their exclusion at 
least nntil they haye given satisfactory evidence of 
reformation, humanity and expediency unite in re- 
commending proper efforts to sustain those who wre 
truiy reformed. 

It has been suggested that a retreat might be 
provided for them at Mount Pleasant, where, niuder 
the care of benevolent females, they might maintain 
themselves by labor until by good conduct they 
should become entitled to etnployment elsewhere. 





of the peace, while the fees allowed for those duties 
were diminished; and thus an office was dispensed 


Such a plan must necessarily be left to private libe- 
rality, aud L am informed that such liberality is 





awakened to the undertaking, and ready to engage 


1 elm iceman 
in it, fa proper edifice can be obtained. There 
a building which belongs to the state, situate n 
the prison, and now of very little use, which mj 
be devoted to this humane purpose, at least unti} the 
experiment can be tested. The whole numbe; of 
male convicts in the state prisons is 1,423, of whom, 
1,153 are white, 270 are colored persons. The 
number of female convicts is 74, of whom 4 


ear 
ght 


Va 
white and 34.are colored. The sex has a just clin 
to extraordinary effort for the reformation of th, 


sinall number of persons it furnishes to our prisong 

The snecess which has crowned the benevolen} 
efforts of the founders-of the house of refuge, jis. 
induced an opinion that it would be profitable te 
establish a similar institution in the western part of 
the state, where the subject of its discipline coyjq 
be maintained at much less expense than in the city 
of New York. 

The law which authorised the imprisonment of 
non-resident debtors, against whom no fraud was 
alledged, was repealed at the last session upon the 
ground that the practice operated injuriously to 
trade, and was inconsistent with the benign spiijt 
of our code. There remains now only one reli¢ of 
that usage in this‘state. Imprisonment for debt 
is allowed in actions brought in the federal courts. 
and by the laws of this state, our jails, designed 
only for the custody of criminals, are perinitted to 
be used as prisons for the confinement of debtors 
under process issued by the authority of the United 
States. If you shall be of opinion that no princi. 
ple of the federal union requires us to extend our 
courtesy 30 far, we shall no longer witness the im. 
prisoninent of honest, but unfortunate debtors, with 
the sanction of this stafe. 

The legislature at its last session, communicated 
to our representatives the opinion that cougress 
was imperatively required to exercise its constitu. 
tional power of passing uniform laws on the subject 
of bankruptcy. I beg leave to refer yon to the 
views of that interesting subject which were sub- 
mitted to your predecessors, and to suggest a re- 
newal of instructions during the present session of 
congress. 

Our currency was sustained in 1839 and 1840, 
during a period of suspension in most other states. 
For this advantage we are indebted to a supervi- 
sion of the banks, to the establishment of a free 
banking system, to the repeal of the act probibit- 
ing the circulation of smail bills, and to the law of 
the last legislature regulating the redemption of 
banks notes. ‘The policy found most conducive to 
the public welfare, has been to desist equally from 
increasing the number of chartered banks, and from 
legislation hostile to those in existence; to correct 
defects in the new system of free banking, and tu 
give it a fair trial; to require of all banking institu- 
tions and associations, not only a prompt redeinp- 
tion of their cireulating notes, but also that such 
notes shall be atall times kept in good credit throngh- 
out the state. ‘These views having prevailed in 
the legislature during the last two years, the pub- 
lic inconveniences which heretofore existed, have 
ceased; and it has happened for the first time with- 
in thirty years, that the legislature is relieved alike 
from applications for banking privileges, end from 
complaints against those by whom such privileges 
are held. 

hle the most careless observer ean scarecly 
fail to perceive that political power in this country 
resides chiefly with that portion of the people which 
is engaged in agriculture—he who studies the ope- 
ration of cur system will find in the influence of 
the agricultural classes a guaranty of peace, goo! 
order and the stability of our institations. It might 
therefore be expected, that the policy of our go 
vernment would be such as to favor the fist and 
most i:nportant department of national industry. 
But nosnech favor bas been extended; at least to 
the agriculture which eiploys free labor. Our 


workshops are chiefly in Europe; and yet the pre- 


ductions of the grain growing states are virtually 
excluded from European maikets by the operation 
of corn laws. Nor is this all. We import pro- 
ductions similar to those of our own s80)}; hemp 
from Russia, wine and silks from France, wool {rom 
Spain, and linen from Great Britain. The atten- 
tion of the legislature has been called to the sub- 
ject of agriculture, less from a hope that direct re- 
lief could be afforded, than under a belief that our 
fellow citizens engaged in its pursuits might be as 
sisted in gaining the attention of the federal go- 
vernment. Two plans for promoting agricultural 
improvement have engaged public attention. One 
contemplates the foundation of agricultural socie- 
ties, npon the model of that established in Berk- 
shire county, in Massachusetts. Associations © 
this kind have been heretofore forined in this anit 
many other states, and have been produetive © 
very beneficial results. The other plan eager 
the establishment of a board of agriculture; 2 
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; advocated by an eminent citizen, now deceas- 
who adorned his life and enriched the state 
py studies exclusively practical, and eminently use- 


wa 


: We have many earnest admonitions against a state 
debt and against a national debt, from those to whom 
this generation is indebted for all its experience of 
either. But I confess that the debt which it seems to 


b pe ought most carefuily to be avoided, is that which 


results from an unrestricted importation of foreign 
juxaries, without an equivalent exportation of agri- 
cultural productions In exchange. The inhabitants 
of this state, alone, pay annually for foreign wines, 
more than the interest upon the cost of all its canals 
and rail roads, aud for foreign silks an amount not 
jess than the original cost of the Erie canal. 
Two provinces in Italy, with a population less than 


© that of this state, and a cli:nate represented as less 


» 


rt? Shean we 
+ bn 


ca 


~ 


' without their just influence. 


| litary science. 
| such duty will certainly not be increased. 
| law of congress would be complied with by an an- 


enial to the mulberry and silk worm, export silk 
of the value annually of twenty-five millions of 
dollars. 1 cannot believe that our country, and es 

eciaily this state, will always be coutent to retain 
its tributary condition. I have observed with plea- 
sire that the school district library now in the course 
of publication by the enterprising Harpers, contains 
several interesting and instructive treaties upon po- 
litical economy and agriculture, which cannot be 
The fruits of the seed 
thus scattered, are sure to be gathered. Itis only to 
be regretted that this generation should not allow it- 
self to anticipate them. 

It was submitted to your prodecessors, that while 
we are obliged by the laws of the United States, to 

reserve an extended a.d inconvenient organiza- 


tion of the militia, it would be just and consonant 


with the spirit of our institutions, that the taxes 


and burtuens of the service should be reduced and 


equalized. Our fellow citizens are enjoying the fruits 


of such areform in the reduction of military fines, 


which was elfected by a law passed at the last ses- 
sion. 

The rank and file of the militia are mustered twice 
in each year, once by regiments, and once by com- 


| panies, for the purpose of inspection, review and 
| martial exercise. 


| be less inconvenient if they were ordered on conse- 
. | - 
cutive days. Experience, however, has proved that 


Liaese parades would, perhaps, 


they are entirely insufficient for instructions in mi- 
fhe number of days assigued for 
The 


nual muster for inspection on one day only; and for 


) this inspection, a parade by companies would be 
| iaore convenient than one by regiments. Unitormed 


volunteer companies inight be safely relied upon for 
police, aud the formation of such companies would 
be encouraged by abridging their term of service, 
and by furnishing them with arms from the state 
arsenal under proper restrictions. This would not 
alfect the law prescribing the drills of officers, non- 
commissioned officers and musicians; and it might 
be beneficial to extend to this elass some or all of 
the privileges allowed to uniform companies. Re- 
ginental courts martial are inconvenient and op- 
pressive. If the commandant of each company 
were required to report all delinquencies toa justice 
of the peace, that officer could be charged with the 
duty of imposing and collecting the penalties pre- 
scribed by law. 

[tisa well settled principle of the society of 
Friends, that its members can neither conscientious- 
ly bear arms, nor contribute for military purposes. 
fie constitution defers to these scruples, by exempt- 
ing those who entertain them froin the perform- 
ance of military duty; but it exacts a commutation, 
the avails of which the law directs shall be applied 
to the support of the militia system. To this com- 
nunication the Priends raise the same conscientious 
objection, aud urge it in a manner sufficiently gene- 
ral and persevering to show that it is neither teinpo- 
rary hor capracious; while their known liberality 
proves that the objection does not arise from any un- 
willingness to bear an equal portion of the burthens 
Of government. 

very year produces instances in which the pro- 
perty of Friends is sacrificed, or their persons im- 
prisoned for con-cierce sake. In such cases, I have 
Never refused to reinit the penalties imposed. But 
Buch a practice, if it should become general, would 
* an exercise of the pardoning power to abrogate a 
part of the organie law of the state. I am aware 
that the question has its difficulties. It is sup- 
Posed that the grievance can only be removed by 
an anendmeut of the constitution; and there is not 
yet any sufficient evidence that the people are pre- 


Pared to make this cancession to the conseience of 


i Who ask it in that inoffensive spirit which 
sate 3 all their public actions. I assuine to speak 
hi ey) individual sentiments, when | say that I 
wie the principle out of which the difficulty 

3. Believing that war is the echiefest of na- 


tional calamities, I am quite willing to see the prin- 
ciple of non-resistance obtain all the influence it is 
likely to acquire in this country, which, above all 
others, needs peace. For this reason as well as 
because I regard concessions to conscience in mat- 
ters not affecting public morals, as essential to re- 
ligious liberty, I should cheerfully consent to the 
amendment of the constitution in this respect. 

I have on all proper occasions directed the atten- 
tion of the legislature to the violations of the elec- 
tive franchise. An act passed in 1839 has had a 
beneficial operation in preventing what was called 
colonization in wards and towns, and in ‘securing a 
more satis(actory scrutiny into the qualifications of 
persons whose right to vote is questioned at the 
polls. The act of 1840 regulating elections in the 
city of New York has been universally satisfacto- 
ry in its provisions for dividing the wards into elec- 
tion districts, and reducing the period for elec- 
tions to one day. Although the registry of voters 
under the law is alleged by many to be imperfect, 
and by others has been deemed altogether unjust 
and unnecessary, I am free to acknowledge my 
conviction that it has excluded inany illegal votes; 
and I am not possessed of any satisfactory evidence, 
that its operation has deprived any citizen of his 
suffrage. 

Legislation concerning the elective franchise 
ought never to be governed by partisan views.— 
The present season of repose from political contest 
is favorable to the adoption of measures which will 
be satisfactory to all. Il recommend that the time 
allowed for holding the general election and for the 
canvass in the several towns be reduced to one day, 
and that to facilitate the proceedings and promote 
the convenience of voters, the town and wards be 
divided iuto election districts, by their respective 
inspectors. ‘To these measures it will be proposed 
by some of our fellow citizens to add a registry of 
voters in cities and villages, while o hers will desire 
its extension throughout the state. ‘The principle 
involved in these propositions is very simple. If a 
law establishing a registry can be passed, which in 
its operation will exclude no legal voters, and if ille- 
gal voting can in no other way be effectually pre- 
vented, such a measure ought to be adopted. But no 
law ought to be passed which will cause unnecessary 
inconvenience to legal voters. Your better acquaint- 
ance with the exigencies of the case and with the sen- 
timents of our fellow citizens, will enable you ta dis- 
pose of the subject as will be most conducive to the 
general weifare. 

1 recommend that it be made a felony for any un- 
gnalified person wilfully to vote, or cause his name 
to be registered; and that punishment no less severe 
be visited upon the unworthy citizen who shall aid 
or abet such crimes. He who gives and he who 
takes a bribe should not only be severely punished, 
but be forever disfranchised. TI recommend that the 
disfranchisement in such cases be made a part of the 
punishment incident to conviction in the same man- 
ner as the incompetency to give testimony is in con- 
victions for perjury. 

It is too much forgotten that in establishing uni- 
versal suffrage, we have brought into operation a 
new element of government. It is the equal distri- 
bution of political power among all the citizens over 
whom power is exercised. Universal suffrage is the 
condition by which we secure universal acqnies- 
cence in the laws. But it isa mighty element of 
power, and requires the most perfect safeguards to 
secure its conservative and rightful action. We 
inust not only establish all needful safeguards, but 
we must constantly maintain them, and after all, we 
must look more to the moral elevation of electors 
than to penal enactments to secure the purity of elec- 
tions. No efforts which overlook any class enjoying 
the elective franchise can be effectual to aecomplish 
this great object. 

Previous to 1802 no foreigner could be naturaliz- 
ed until after a residence of fourteen vears. No 
one has better understood the tendency of repnbli- 
can institutions or entertained wore just views of 
the principles upon which they were founded, than 
the illustrious citizen who in that year secommend- 
ed to congress an amelioration of the naturalization 
laws. ‘Considering the ordinary chances of hu- 
man life,’ he observed, ‘‘a denial of citizenship un- 
der a residence of fourteen years, isa denial toa 
great portion of those who ask it, and controls a 
policy pursued from their first settlement, by many 
of the states, and still believed to be of consequence 
to their prosperity. And shall we refuse the un- 
happy fugitives from distress, that hospitality which 
the savages of the wilderness extended to our fa- 
thers arriving in this land? Shall oppressed hu- 
manity find no asylumon the globe? The constitu- 
tion has wisely provided that for admission to cer- 
tain offices of important trust, a residence shall be 
required sufficient to develop character and design. 








But might not the general character and capabili- 


ties of acitizen be safely communicated to every 
one manifesting a bona fide purpose of embarking 
his life and fortunes permanently with us?” In 
concurrence with these suggestions, congress pass- 
ed the act now in force concerning naturalization. 
Probably half a million of persons have since that 
time complied with its provisions, and secured to 
themselves the rights of citizenship; and there can- 
not now be less than half that number of electors 
of foreign birth in the Uniled States. This class is 
largely increasing. 

The number of emigrants arrived at the port of 
New York in 1828, was about twenty thousand. 
The number in 1840, was sixty-one thousand. 
Although the liberal and enlightened opinions of 
Jefferson have been the settled policy of the coun- 
try for almost forty years, yet an issue is still main- 
tained upon these opinions between a portion of 
our fellow citizens, and those to whom the law, 
passed in comformity with those sentiments, has 
given a full participation in our political rights and 
privileges. Hence arise mutual jealousies. The 
consequences of these jealousies are seen in the 
separation and alienation of classes having common 
interests; in the misfortunes of the weaker, in ap- 
preiension of insecurity on the part of the strong- 
er, and in the demoralization of portions of both; in 
frauds at elections and fraudulent proceedings un- 
der the naturalization laws. The policy and mea- 
sures which 1 have recommended have therefore 
had for their object, the elevation of the social con- 
dition of emigrants, and the assimilation of their 
habits, principles and opinions with our own. 

Not much however can be accomplished by le- 
gislation, to effect the relations between masses of 
adujt citizens, and the change desired in this re- 
spect, must be left chiefly to time and the operation 
of our institutions. But it is not so in regard to the 
rising generation. The census of the United States 
is said to show, that there are forty-three thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-one white persons in 
this state who have passed the age of weeny Jah 
witbout having learned to read and write. Let us 
make allowance for any proportion of adult fo- 
reigners, and there yet remains a large number of 
uneducated native citizens. The number of chil- 
dren now growing up in the saine manner, does not 
fall: short of thirty thousand. These are the off- 
springs, hot of prosperity and affluence, but of po- 
verty and misfortune. Knowing from the records 
of our penitentiaries, that of this neglected class, 
those are often most fortunate, who from precocity 
in vice, secure admission into the house of refuge 
or the state prison, through the ways of crime and 
knowledge too that almost every application for 
pardon, is urged on the ground of neglected educa- 
tion, I have felt it animperative duty to appeal to 
the legislature, to render our system of education as 
comprehensive as the purposes for which it was es- 
tablished. 

Of one thousand and fifty-eight children in the 
alins house of the city of New York, one-sixth 
part is of American parentage, one-sixth was born 
abroad, and the remainder are the children of fo- 
reigners; and of two hundred and fifty children in 
the house of refuge, more than one-half were either 
born abroad, or of foreign parents. The poverty, 
misfortunes, accidents and prejudices to which 
foreigners are exposed, satisfactorily account to my 
inind, for the undue proportion of their children in 
the neglected class to which the attention of the 
legisiature was called. Although the excellent pub- 
lic schools in the city of New York are open to all, 
and have long afforded gratuitous instruction to all 
who seek it, nevertheless the evils there exists in its 
greatest magnitude. Obviously, therefore, some- 
thing more is necessary to remove it than has yet 
been done, unless we assume that society consents 
to leave it without a remedy. These circuimstan- 
ces led me to the reflection, that possibly a portion 
of those whota other efforts had failed to reach, 
might be brought within the nurture of the schools, 
by employing for their instruction teachers who, 
from their relations towards them, might be ex- 
pected to secure their confidence. When the cen- 
sus of 3850 shall be taken, I trust it will show that 
within the borders of the state of New York, there 
is no child of sufficient years who is unable to read 
and write. I am sure it will then be acknowledged 
that when, ten years before, there were thirty thou- 
sand children growing up in ignorance and vice, a 
suggestion to seek them whereyer found, and win 
them to the ways of knowledge and virtue by per- 
suation, sympathy and kindness, was prompted by 
a sincere desire for the common good. 

I have no pride of opinion concerning the manner 
in which the education of those whom I have 
brought to your notice shall be secured; althougl f 
night derive satisfaction from the reflection tha 





amid abundant misrepresentation of the method 








suggested, no one has contended that it would ba 
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ineffectual, nor has any other plan been proposed.— 
I observe, on the contrary, with deep regret, that the | 
evil still remains as before; and the question recurs, 
not merely how or by whom shall instruction be 
given, but whether it shall be given at all, or be al- 
together withheld. Others may be content with a 
system that erects free schools and offers gratuitous 
instruction. But I trust { shall be aliowed to enter- 
tain the opinions that no systein is perfect that does 
not accomplish what it proposes; that our system is 
therefore deficient in comprehensiveness, in the ex- 
act proportion to the children that it leaves unedu- 
cated; that knowledge, however acquired, is better 
than ignorance; and that neither error, accident nor 
prejudice, ought to be permitted to deprive the state 
of the education of her citizens. Cherishing such 
opinions, I could not enjoy the consciousness of 
having discharged my duty, if any effort had been 
omitted, which was calculated to bring within the 
schools all who are destined to exercise the rights 
of citizenship, nor shall I feel that the system is per- 
fect, or liberty safe, until that object be accom- 
plished. 

Not personally concerned about such misappre- 
hensions aS have arisen, but desirous to remove 
every obstacle to the accomplishment of so impor- 
tant an object, I very freely declare that I seek the 
education of those whom 1 have brought before 
you, not to perpetuate any prejudices or distinctions 
which deprive them of instruction, but in disregard 
of all such distinctions and prejudices. I solicit 
their education, fess from syimpathy, than because 
the welfare of the state demands it, and cannot dis- 
pense with it. Ag native citizens, they are born to 
the right of suffrage. J ask that they may at least 
be taught to read and write; and in asking this, I 
require no more for them, than. have deligently 
endeavored to secure to the inmates of our peniten- 
tiaries, who have forfeited that inestimable franchise 
by crime, and also to an unfortunate race, which 
having been plunged by us into degradation anid ig-. 
norance, has been excludeit from the franchise by 
an arbitrary property qualification incongruous with 
all our institutions. 

I have not .recommended, nor do I seek the edu- 
cation of any class in foreign Janguages, or in par- 
ticular creeds or faiih; bat fully believing with the 
author of the Declaraiion of Independence, that even 
error may be safely tolerated, where reason is left 
free to combat it; and therefore indulging no appre- 
hensions from the influence of any language or creed 
among an eulightened people, I desire the education 
of the entire rising generation in all the elements of 
knowledge we possess, and in that tongue which is 
the universal language of our countrymen. To me 
the most interesting of all our republican institu- 
tions, is the common school. I seek not. to disturb, 
in any manner, iis peaceful and assiduous exercises, 
and least of all, with contentions about faith or 
forms? I desire the education of all the children in, 
the coininonwealth in morality and virtue, leaving 
matters of conscience where, according to the prin- 
ciples of civil and religious liberty established by 
our constitution and laws, they rightfully belong. 

The policy of the state in regard to internal im- 

rovements has been a subject of much difficulty. 
{n 1839, the state having completed the Erie and 
Champlain, the Chenango, the Oswego, the Cayuga 
and Seneca, the Chemung and the Crooked Lake 
canals, and thus open to the city of New York ani 
inland navigation of four thousand five hundred 
miles; was iound engaged in enlarging the Erie ca- 
nal to the dimensions of seventy teet in width by 
seven feetin depth, in making the Genesee valley 
and Black river canals, and in aiding by the loan of 
its credit, the construction of the New York and 
Erie, the Auburn and Syracuse, the Ithaca and Os- 
wego and the Catskill and Canajoharie rail roads. 

The report of the comptroller showed that the 
debt which had been contracted for the construc- 
tion of the Erie and Champlain canals was virtually 


paid, that the liabilities for the completed lateral, 


canals were about three and a half millions of dol- 
lars, which, added to the remaining debt of the 
state, exclusive of debis assumed for the unfinished 
works, made an aggregate of four and a half mil- 
lions of dollars. ‘The estimated expense of the 
works in progress, as appeared by the report of the 


canal commissioners, was about fifteen and a half. 


million of dollars, which, if added to the existing 
debt, would have made an aggregate of about twen- 
ty millions, the annual interest of which would be 
one million. The tolls of the Erie and Champlain 
canals after deducting the expenses of collection, had 
increased from $339,925 in 1826, to $1,504,384 in 
1836, and although the tolis were diminished during 
the commercial revulsion of 1837 and 1838, yet 
their future increase could not be a matter of qnes- 
tion, and it was equally certain that they would be 
accelerated and augmented by the growth of the 


of the expense of navigating the Erie canal when it 
should be enlarged. 

The canal commissioners communicated to the 
legislature their opinion, that in afew years after 
the completion of the enlargement, the tolls would 
amount to three millions of dollars. If from this 
sum even one million of dollats were to be allowed 
for the expense of superintendence and repairs, the 
enlarged Erie canal would yield a revenue of two 
millions of dollars, double the amount required to 
pay the interest on the debt of twenty millions of 
dollars. Theannual nett revenue of the state, after 
the completion of the enlargement, would there- 
fore be one million of dollars. The view thus taken 
in 1839, of the existing and anticipated condition of 
the state, was regarded by me as justifying the vi- 
gorous prosecution of the public works, and the 
expression of a confident hope, that the time had 
coine when the state might realize the long cherish- 
ed expectation of an extension of her system, of 
internal improvements. Experience has fully con- 
firmed the positions then assumed, so far as they 
depended on the revenue from the canals. The 
tolls, dnring the season of navigation in 1840, were 
$1,775,747 57. 

The legislature of 1836 had directed stocks te be 
issued to the amount of two millions eight hundred 
thousand dollars for the construction of the Genesee 
valley and Black river canals; and the legislature 
of 1838, under an earnest recommendation by my 
predecessor of a vigorous and speedy prosecution of 
the enlargement of the Erie canal had appropriated 
four millions of dollars to that object. The canal 
commissioners, under tie express direction of the 
legislature, to put under contract, with as little de- 
lay as possible, such portions as would best secure 
the completion of ihe entire enlargement with double 


half of the whole improvement. 
Those who in 1539 came into the conduct ef pub- 


‘eg equa 
and rail road companies, to stop the enlargement 
of the Erie canal or circutnscribe it within reasona 
ble bounds, to raise the tolls ou the lateral cana!s - 
that the revenues from those canals might pay th, 
interest on their cost and the annual expenses Of their 
repairs, andsto relinquish such of thein as could not 
be made to do so. 

And all this was urged as if the sudden abandon. 
ment of those enterprises would not involve jp 
wretchedness thousands of families, and as jf oy; 
state, whose successful policy had been adopted as 
a inodel by other states, and had elicited the acmj. 
ration of mankind, has suddenly become destitute 
of wisdom, honor and good faith. History may 
safely be charged with the duty of assigning the req. 
sons for such singular inconsistencies. It is neces. 
sary, however, for the present purpose to obserye 
thal tbe same canal commissioners who had in 1836 
estimated the cost of the works which the state 
then assumed al fifteen and a half millions of doj. 
lars, when reqnired in 1839 to re-examine their 
estimates, reported the cost of the same works at 
thirty and a half millions, and that consequently 
the debt to which the siate had become commi. 
ted rose from twenty millions to thirty-five mil. 
lions, requiring an annual expenditure for interest, 
of one willion seven hundred and fifty thousani! do}. 
lars. 

The diseovery of this extraordinory error in the 
estimates of the commissioners happened in a con. 
juncture when, although the credit of many of the 
states was brought to a crisis, the spirit of internal 
improvement pervaded the community, and our fel- 
low cilizens, relying npon the views of our resources 
before presented, were looking confidently to the 
public treasury, for appropriations to various im- 
proveinents in which they justly felt an absorbing 


locks on the whole line, bad made contracts for one interest. The immediate results at home, and abroad 


were a severe shock to confidence in the faith of 
the state and alarm for its ultimate solvency, jea- 


lic affairs addressed themselves in good faith to the |lousies in each region in regard to improvewenis 


performance of their duties in regard to the public 
works. A sudden change, however, then occurred. 


stead of the glowing view of the fiscal condition of 
the state, which had in 1836 induced the legislature 
to undertake the construction of tiree stupendous 
works, and had impelled the legislature of 1838 to 
expedite the prosecution of that one which was 
more expensive than all the improvements which 
the state had made, exhibited a dark picture of 
irredeemable debt and perpetual taxation. 

The policy to which, under the auspices of the 
previous adininistration, the state was committed’ 


lions of dollars, besides pledging its credit in aid of 
associated enterprise to the extent of four and a half 
millions was now represented as involving tie peo- 
ple in a debt of forty millions of dollars, and what 
was still more extraordinary, all the responsibility 
of the policy was assigned, not to the administration 
under whose auspices it had been adopted or to the 
legislatures of 1836 and 1838 by whom all the ap- 
propriations had been made, but to an aduninistra- 
tion upen which had devolved the daty of finishing 
works long before begun, by which no money had 
been expended, and under which no appropriation 
had been made. In his report of 1839 the disco- 
very was promulgated by the late comptroller, that 
the Evie and Champlain canals, whose revenues 
had been relied upon by the legislatures of 1836 
and 1838 as justilying an expenditure of twenty 
millions of dollars in new enterprises, had never 
yielded a revenue equal to the interest on their 
cost. Although the dimensions of the enlarged 
canal had in 1835 been fixed at seventy feet in 
width by seven feet in depth, and althonzi one-half 
of this great work was uuder contract, it was pre- 
tended to be further discovered that the enlarge- 
nent had been undertaken upona scale absurd in 
magni!ude and profligate in expense. 

It was proposed to reduce the dimensions of the 
enlargement to sixty feet in width and six feet in 
depth, and it was contended that no enlargement 


trade for a period of ten, twenty or thirty years. It 
was maintained by the opponents of internal im- 
provement that the construction of the Black river 
ani Genesee valley canals and maintenance of the 
faith of the legislature, pledged in 1833 tothe New 
York and Erie rail road company, were in policy as 
inconsistent with the true interests of the state ‘and 
as useless and ‘dangerous as would be the creation 
of titles of nobility with patents of numerous landed 
estates requiring an outlay of twenty-five millions 
of dollars, and an annual stipend of more than one 
million to be raised by taxes upon the people. It 
waa also insisted that the first business of legisla- 
tion should be to repeal the laws authorising the con- 





struction of the Genesee valley and Black river 


trade from the western states, and by the reduction | canals, and also the laws authorising loans to canals 


immediately beneficial to others, and impatience 
in every portion of the stale for sueh immediate 


The official report of the retiring comptroller, in-|and large appropriations as would secure the con- 


struction of favorable works before the apprehend- 
ed catastrophe should take place. It was doubted 
for a time whether the tendency of all this was 
to a desperate compromise, by reckless expenii- 
ture, or to an immediate suspension of all public 
works. 

The policy recommended in this energency was 
to retreach expenditures, and persevere in the con- 
struction of the public works with moderation and 
economy, to refer the plans of all the unfinished im- 


and to which it had already devoted twenty mil-| provements, including the enlargement of the Erie 


canal, to competent engineers, to ascertain what 
portions of the same might be delayed withont de- 
triment to the public interest, and what expense 
inight be saved by executing other portions in a man- 
ner equally effective, but mare plain and economical, 
and to establish a canal board tor the purpose of 
preventing erroneous estimates and inconsiderate 
\legislation. It was moreover especially insisted, 
that, with a view to guard against a dangerous in- 
crease of debt and the possibility of taxation, all 
issues of stock should thenceforth be so limited that 
the whole debt of the state should at all times be 
kept within such bounds, that the interest on it 
should not exceed the nett revenue from canal tolls, 
and that the increase of that revenue ehould be de- 
voted tothe extinguishment of the public debt. It 
was assumed, that although the adoption of this rule 
might seem to delay fora season the progress, It 
would ensure the completion of the great works In 
contemplation in different parts of the state, and It 
was maintained thatthe retardation, which had from 
such obvious causes become necessary, eught by 0 
means to be considered as an abandonment of the 
policy of internal improvement, but. that on the 
contrary such retardation was indispensable. and 
was indeed the only mode of carrying it forward 
with certainty and success. ‘This policy, which I 
jits more important parts prevailed in the legisla- 
ture of 1840, is respectfully recommended to your 


whatever would be necessary for the purpose of | favor. 


1 tender you my congratulations npon the happy 
termination of the e:mbarrassinents to which it has 
been my duty to refer. The people of the state 
have stood firm by the pillars of her strength and 
glory. Time enough has elapsed to show that our 
fiscal condition is sound; that, although the expense 
of our improvements was e:roneously estimated, 
our revenues are abundantly adequate, and that, 
with judicious management, we may persevere firm- 
ly in the policy of internal improvement, with a col- 
fident expectation of accomplishing ultimately all 
that has been contemplated. ; 

The eastern section of the Erie canal has, during 
the last season, been subjected to a test of its abill- 





ty. From the opening to the close of navigation, 3 
periodof seven months and a half, there -was an 
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of fockage at each lock of one boat in 
average * . ‘ 
cleven minutes. ‘The irregular arrival of boats has 
caused much detention and offen delays of several 
days. The immediate enlargement, therefore, of 
this portion of the canal, is indispensable to the 
ublic convenience, and to the security of trade,— 
1,805,135 barrels of flour and 1,395,195 bushels of 
wheat were delivered at the eastern termination of 
the canal during the past season. 646,970 barrels 
of flour and 1,467,904 bushels of wheat entered the 
canal from Lake Erie. Of the four and wheat which 
entered the canal at Buffalo, 595,262 barrels of flour, 
and 725,025 bushels of wheat were received from 
the state of Ohio, 112,215 barrels of flour and 97,249 
bushels of wheat from tie state of Michigan, 13,726 
barrels of flour, and 48,279 bushels of wheat from 
the state of Indiana, 2,259 barrels of flour, and 
10,634 busheis of wheat from the state of Illinois, 
and 166 barrels of flour from the territory of Wis- 
konsin. 

These facts serve to shew, not only how safely 
we may rely upon a continued increase of revenue, 
but also how much we are indebted to our systein 
of internal improvement for the supply of our mar- 
kets. If such benefits are enjoyed while the Erie 
canal is in an imperfect condition, and while the 
western states are yet in their infancy, no estimates 
heretofore made have approximated to the results 
which will be exhibited, when the Erie canal shall 
have been enlarged, the western states fully settled 
and their improvements completed. 

‘The earliest practicable notice should be given of 
the time when the enlargement will be finished.— 
The capital, invested in boats and other property 
used in navigating the canal, exceeds three millions 
of dollars. Very extensive business arrangements 
among our fellow citizens will be affected by the 
improvement in navigation, and time should be al- 
lowed to prepare for the change. 

It is the peculiar and rightful province of the le- 
gislature to determine the amount to which the ap- 
propriations can be carried, and to give thein their 
direction. I may be permitted, however, to observe 
that the object of internal improvement is not to 
confer local advantages, but to promote the general 
welfare; that, although revenue is necessarily an in- 
termediate, it ought not to be the ultimate purpose of 
the system; that moderation aud econoiny are re- 
quired even less to save us from the effects of im- 
providence, than because they are necessary fo ren- 
der the system as comprehensive as the wants of 
the state. Legislative action should, therefore, al- 
ways have in view the improvement of every re- 
gion. Although some portions of the state may 
excel others in producing one staple, no portion is 
without fertility and resources of wealth. There 
are sone regions in which canals would be imprac- 
ticable or unprofitable, but there are none in which 
some form of modern improvement cannot be suc- 
cessfully introduced. 

No one who studies the general welfare should 
wish to have the productions of ove district depen- 
dent for a market upon the precarious navigation of 
fordable rivers, while those of another are transport- 
ed upon an enlarged canal or by steam power: to see 
mails carried weekly through one portion of the state 
by the slow post wagon, while other portions of our 
citizens are receiving daily intelligence, transmitted 
by rail roads. ‘Those who suppose that natural ob- 
Stacles, wherever existing, cannot be overcome or 
removed, and that the course of trade cannot be af- 
fected by artificial improvements, may contemplate 
with advantage the success which has crowned the 
efforts of our state in concentering, in its own mar- 
ket, the trade of its northern, southern and western 
counties, which thirty years ago had no other chan- 
nels of trade than rivers flowing towards widely 
distant ports. Another example will soon be afford- 
ed in the suecessful attempt of the citizens of Mas- 
sachusetts to divert from the valley of the Hudson 
at least the winter travel and trade between this city 
and the sea shoie; an enterprize which they are pro- 
secuting firmly and rapidly, while in regard to that 
peculiar interest we are relying upon the sublime, 
but hazardous theory of leaving the course of trade 
to the laws impressed by God upon mitid and matter. 

Although seventeen millions of people have found- 
ed their cities and estublished their homes, under 
our laws, less than one-third of the territory within 
the boundaries of the confederacy is occupied or ap- 
Propriated. What remains is the national domain. 

very acre of it has a volume—for its future im- 
proveinent is as certain as the present cultivation of 
the lands we occupy. At the ciose of the revolu 
lion, the failure of the public credit effectually pre- 
vented the prosperity expected to follow the esta- 
blishment of independence and the return of peace, 
While the efforts of the states to establish a more 
perleet union were embarrassed by their conflicting 
Claims tothe vast wilderness, lying beyond the west- 
rt setlements. With magnanimity, characteristic 


of the revolutionary period, each siate ceded its in- 
terest to the federal government as atrustee. The 
whoie domain was thus made the common property 
of all, and it was pledged to the public creditors as 
a basis for the redemption of the funded debts of the 
union. In 1833 those debts were discharged. 

The revenues, derived from imposts upon import- 
ed merchandise, are, or ought always to be, adeqate 
to the ordinary expenses of the government, A\l- 
though those revenues may be temporarily disturb- 
ed and diminished by errors in the laws regulating 
them, or by foreign war, or commercial revulsion, 
yet they soon regain their regularity and fulness, 
and the chief difficulty in conducting the affairs of 
the federal government, has heretofore been, and is 
likely always to be, how to keep the revenues with- 
in the bounds of reasonable expenditure without 
withdrawing all protection from national industry 
The reason is obvious. The states have reserved 
the chief responsibilities and powers of legislation 
for the public welfare, but have yielded to the gene- 
ral government an undue proportion of the taxes. 

The maintenance of public defence is sometimes 
made a pretext for withholding from the states the 
proceeds of the national domain. But extensive 
military preparation in time of peace are generally 
preparations to compel subjection at home, and to 
subvert free institutions. It may safely be left to 
the people to decide, which are the best defences of 
liberty, common schools or fortifications, canals and 
vail roads, or standing armies. Danger {rom foreign 
aggression is manifestly diminishing, and if unbap- 
pily the scourge of nations shall fall upon us, the 
ability of the states to maintain the public defence 
would be increased, by the distribution among thein 
of the revenues fiom the public domain. 
Experience has proved that the organization of 
the general governinent is ill-adapted to secure ac- 
countability, at least on the part of its subordinate 
agents. The executive, from whoin all such agents 
derive their powers, is too independent of con- 
eress, and every department is quite too far removed 
from the people to allow that popular supervision, 
wiich isso salutary in its operation upon similar 
functionaries in the several states. The distribution 
of the avails of the public lands was resisted last 
year by misrepresenting it asa measure by which 
the general government was to assume or guaranty 
the debts of the several states. So far as I ain in- 
formed, no such proposition has been contemplated 
by any one of the states. But the occasion and the 
motive for this misrepresentation having passed, it 
is hoped that the true question may now be brought 
before the people on its merits. 

When we remeinber that the distribution, here- 
tofore made of the surplus revenue, was attained 
with much difficulty, and then only escaped an ex- 
ecutive veto, by receiving the form of a loan to the 
states; when we remember that a bill which had 
passed both houses of congress directing an appor- 
tionment of the avails of the sales of the public lands 
was lost for want of approval by the president, and 
that subsequently a bill to release, without equiva- 
lent, a large portion of the domain to the new states 
within which it lies, was passed by the senate, and 
that a similar bill is now before that body, we shall 
be satisfied that the true form of the question is, 
whether those revenues shali now be distributed, or 
be lost forever. 

So long azo as 1806, the discharge of the national 
debt, and the consequent accuinulation of surplus re- 
venues from imposts and the public lands, were 
foreseen by the enlightened and sagacious statesman 
who then occupied the executive department of the 
federal government. In two annnal inessages, he 
earnestly insisted that the anticipated surplus should 
be appropriated to the improvement of toads, canals, 
rivers, education and other great foundations of 
prosperity and union, and he suggested an amend- 
ment of the constitution for this purpose. The ac- 
cumulation, foreseen by president Jefferson, was 
delayed by interruptions of our commerce until 
1833. 

The eminent citizen, who in 1829 entered upon 
the duties of the execulive department, observed, in 
his first message, that every member of the union, 
in peace and in wan, would be benefitted by the im- 
provement of the inland navigation and the con- 
struction of highways in the several states. ‘Let 
us then,” he added, ‘‘endeavor to attain this benefit 
in a mode that will be satisfactory to all. That hi- 
therto adopted has, by many of our fellow citizens, 
been deprecated as an infraction of the constitution, 
while by others it has been viewed as inexpedient. 
Allfee! that it has been einployed at the expense of 
harmony in the legislative councils. To avoid these 
evils, it appears to me the most safe, just and federal 
dispositions which could be made of the surplus re. 
venue, would, be its apportionment among the se- 
veral states, according to the ratio of representa- 





tion.” 


i 


This suggestion by president Jackson met.a fa- 
vorable response throughout the union, and was 
especially approved in thisstate. ‘The governor, in 
his message of 1830, observed: 

‘Our funds applicable to the extension of our 
public works may be angmented at no distant day 
from anew source. The duties upon the importa- 
tion of merchandise are secured by the constitution 
of the United States to the general government, and 
have been its greatest source of revenue for all pur- 
poses. Ina very few years the national debt will 
be paid off, and as but a small portion of the revenue 
will be consumed in conducting the affairs of the 
union within the constitutional limits, and as there 
are prudential reasons for continuing the duties to 
a certain extent, there can be no valid objection to 
a distribution of the surplus revenues among the 
states, to be disposed of at theirdiseretion. If con- 
stitutional obstacies exist against the measure, they 
inay be removed by constitutional tmeans.”’ 


T acknowledge my inability to present a full view 
of the benefits, this great measure would confer 
upon the people of this state. Our seminaries of 
learning are now enjoying an annual endowment of 
two huadred and eighty thousand doilars, arising 
from the apportionment heretofore made. 

The amouut of the revenues from the public landeg 
for the present year, as estimated by the secretary 
of the treasury of the Uniled States, will be three 
and a half millions of dollars, of which the share of 
this state would be nearly six hundred thousand dol- 
lars. An imperfect idea of the rapid settlement of 
the public lands may be conceived from the fact, that 
the population of the state of Indiana has increased, 
within the Jast ten years, from three hundred and 
forty-one thousand to six hundred and eighty-three 
thousand, and that of the state of Michigan froin 
thirty-one (housaud to two hundred and eleven thou- 
sand. What the actual value of our share of such a 
distribution would be, cannot be estimated, but it 
may safely be assumed that it would far exceed all 
that we have expended in the construction of canals 
and roads, the foundation of charities, the erection 
of penitentiaries, and the endowment of colleges, 
academies and schools. 

After such an accession to our revenues, the va- 
rious enterprises of internal improvement would no 
longer be rivals, prosecuted against the influence of 
local jealousies and alarms of taxation. The pre- 
sent generation would anticipate the blessings in 
store for posterity, and every portion of the state 
would be admitted immediately to their enjoyment. 
It would be in our power, not only to extend our 
system of improvement but also to increase in va- 
rious other ways the general happiness. We are 
now obliged to practice a cold and calculating 
charity. Wehave more than twenty-three hundred 
lunafics in the state, yet we have made provision 
for the relief of only two hundred and fifty. We 
have more than a thousand deaf and dumb persons, 
yet we are obliged to select by favor from among 
them, instead of pouring the lights of truth and 
knowledge into the minds of all. Our almshouses 
are perhaps sufficiently convenient for those who 
are brought into thein by idleness and vice, but do 
they afford all the enjoyments we would be happy 
to yield to the aged, the sick, the widow and the 
orphan, whose afilictions are the result of providen- 
tial visitation, unattended by vice or error of their 
own? Should we longer contend about the appor- 
tionment of moneys devoted to education, if our 
funds were ample for tie full endowment of all our 
seminaries of learning? Would there not be an end 
to the great fault of our comnmmon schools, the small 
compensation paid to teachers, if we could adequate- 
ly increase the common,school fund, upon which 
we rely for the education of more than half a mil- 
lion of children? 

But if it be maintained that enough has been done 
for the relief of wretchedness and the improvement 
of the foundations of prosperity and univa, what rea- 
son can be assigned why, with the revenues in 
question acknowledged to be the property of the 
people, the burthens of the people should not be 
diminished? Let us bring annually into the trea- 
sury of the state, her proportion of these revenues, 
and our fellow citizens can be relieved of the bur- 
then of repairing common roads, and of paying tolls 
upon canals, rail roads and turnpikes, and from the 
heavy expenses of the administration of justice, and 
the support of schools and charities. We are soime- 
times called by the adversaries of internal iin prove- 
ment to contemplate a condition of exhausting taxa- 
tion. Who can object to a measure which would 





almost secure a general exemption from the bur- 
thens of government? 

But we shall derive from a distribution of the 
surplos revenues other advantages than those result- 
ing directly. We are to participate largely in the 
benefits conferred upon other states. Oursystem of 
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internal improvement is only a part of that entire 
system contemplated by the father of our country, 
and relied upon by him to accomplish the object 
of his earnest solicitude—the binding of the states 
together in an indissoluble union of affection and 
interest. Not to dwell upon the importance of 
thus securiog the ark of our political safety against 
the storms to which it ust sooner or later be ex- 
posed, we have interests of asubordinate character, 
ln the completion of the public works of our sister 
states. If such a distribution should be made, we 
should be able, if we are not now, to connect the 
Chenango, the Chemung and the Genesee valley 
canals with the rail roads and eanals of Pennsyiva- 
nia; render them productive of revenue, and at the 
sane time give a new impulse to our domestic trade. 
Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence river would no 
longer be separated from the central valley through 
which our commerce flows, but the vast territory 
which intervenes would be traversed by rail roads 
and canals, its forests would disappear, its soil 
would be rendered productive, and its mineral 
wealth be no longer left among the neglected re- 
sources of the state. Ohio proceeds in her system 
slowly. Michigan labors under great difficulties, 
in her efforts to construct roads that will establish a 
connection between her inland regions and Lake 
Erie. Indiana and Illinois are struggling with ex- 
treme embarrass sent in the prosecution of works 
upon a scale of equal magnitude with our own. it 
is not surprising that the financial difficulties of 
those states are magnified, and their credit traduced 
in the stock markets of Europe. But it is strange 
indeed, when we reflect that they are meinbers of 
this confederacy, paris seeking closer union with 
the great whole, that they should ‘be visited with 
the censure of the federal government, in a season 
of embarrassment, and that the senate of the United 
States should, in the face of the world, gratuitously 
refuse to grant in their behalf a guarantee which 
they have never solicited and never desired. 

One might suppose, from the cold speculations, 
sometimes heard among ourselves concerning the 
iinprovidence of those states that they were hostile 
or at least rival powers, and that our security and 
prosperity rose with the decline of theirs. Yet itis 
far otherwise. They are communities bound to us 
by interest, as well as by consanguinity between 
their citizens and our own; their prosperity is our 
prosperity, and no calamity falls upon them by 
which we do not suffer, although we may withhold 
oursympathy. ‘The great lakes, about twenty-five 
hundred niles in length, may be regarded as a pro- 
longation of the canal we have made across the 
isthmus which separates their waters from those of 
the Atlantic. Following the policy which has dic- 
tated the construction of our lateral canals, the 
states situated upon the shores of those lakes, have 
severally undertaken the construction of improve- 
ments, to connect thei interior regions with these 
inland seas. The Ohio canal, three hundred and 
twenty miles in length, reaching from Lake Erie to 
the great river which separates the states of Olio 
and Kentucky, secures to us the trade of the nearer 
reyions of the great west. The trade of the ceniral 
portion of the west will be given tous by two other 
linprovements, to wit: the Wabash aid Erie canal, 
two hundred and thirty-four miles in length, ex 
tending froin Lake Erie through the states of Ohio 
and Ludiana to the navigable waters of the Wabash 
river; and the Miami canal, two hundred and ten 
niles in length, reaching from the lake to the north 
bend of the Ohio river, and connecting with the 
Wabash canal at Fort Defiance. The canal of Iili- 
nois will extendto the Mississippi the navigation 
we now enjoy, and thus bring to us the trade of the 
reinotest western settlements. 

Of these canals the Ohio is already completed. 
That portion of the Wabash and Erie canal, one 
hundred and forty-four miles long, lying within the 
state of Indiana, 1s finished, and the remaining por- 
tion, ninety miles in length, which lies within the 
state of Ohio, is yet incomplete, but the late go- 
vernor of that state, in his last message, gave the 
assurance that it would be ready for navigation 
during the present year. Of the Miami canal, 
nearly the whole is under contract, and more than 
one hundred miles have been completed. Of the 
Illinois canal, which will cost about eight millions 
of dollars, about one-half is finished, and the con- 
struction of the remainder, unhappily retarded by 
financial embarrassment, might be hastened by the 
aid which the state of Illinois has a right to claim 
frow the general government, or by a speedy distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the public lands. Wien 
we consider the vast amount and value of the agri- | 
cultural productions received from tie Ohio canal | 
alone, the only one of those canals yet in full ope- 
ration, we may forin some imperfect conception of 
the interest we have in the success of the systein of 
internal improvement in the western states. And 





whien such conceptions become as familiar as they 
are just, we shall manifest more of wisdom than 
even oi philanthropy, by lending our western bre- 
thren all the aid in our power to complete what 
none but free aud enlightened states could ever have 
undertaken. Views similar to these were com- 
inended to your predecessors and received their ap- 
proval. If they accord with your own, I respect- 
fully suggest the propriety of renewing the expres- 
sion heretofore made in favor of the great measure 
I have advocated. 

The people of the United States have, within the 
last year, in a tnanner prescribed by their own 
laws, in perfect tranquillity, chosen by free suffrage, 
and with universal acquiescence, the magistrates 
by whom all the powers of governinent shall be ex- 
ercised under legal responsibilities, until those pow- 
ers shall again return to themselves. However we 
inay have differed concerning the questions which 
have been considered, all will agree that the peace- 
fulness and good order which have attended the 
proceeding, furnish ample proof that the people 
may safely be allowed to discuss every measure 
that concerns their welfare; and that neither force 
nor fraud is necessary to secure submission tu ru- 
lers, where power is limited, reason eniightened, 
and suffrage universal. , 

The chief magistrate of the union will enter upon 
his trust with favorable auspices. The public good 
requires, and the public mind consents to repose. 
Fortunate in experience of public services in the 
senate and the field, in executive and diplomatic 
stations; fortunate in exemption from prejadice in 
favor of any erroneous policy hitherto pursued; for- 
tunate in the enjoyment of his country’s veneration 
and gratitude, and especially fortunate in having at 
once defined and reached the boundary of his am- 
bition, the president cau have no other objects than 
the public welfare and an honorable fame. 

The people expect that he will preserve peace, 
inaintain the integrity of our territory and the invi- 
olability of our flag, co-operate with Christian na- 
tions in suppressing piracy and the slave trade, 
avoid alliances for every other purpose, conduct 
our foreign relations with firmness and fairness, 
terininate our controversies with the Indian tribes, 
regain their confidence and protect them against 
cupidity and fraud; confine the actions of the exe 
cutive department within constitutional bounds; 
abstain from interference with elections and the 
domestic concerns of the states; defer to the wisdom 
of congress, and submit to the will of the people; 
observe equal and exact justice to all men, and 
classes ot men, and conduct public affairs with 
steadiness, that enterprise nay not be disappointed; 


with econoiny, that labor may not be deprived of 


its rewards; and with due accountability of public 
agents, that republican institutions my suffer no 
reproach. If he shall endeavor to meet these ex- 
pectations, no discontent can affect—no opposition 
can embarrass him; for he will act in harmony 
with the spirit of the constitution, and with the 
sentiments of the people. And when, like him 
whose fame is unapproachable, but whose wisdom 
and moderation this distinguished citizen has adopt- 
ed as his great example, he shall have healed his 
country’s wounds and restored her happiness and 
prosperity, he will enjoy the rare felicity of a retire- 
ment more honored than even his distinguished 
station. 

When called two years since to survey the state 
for the purpose of submitting the result to the legis- 
lature, I could not fail to observe every where en- 
during impressions of the wisdom of De Witt Clin- 
ton. When considering how I could in any way 
contribute to diminish the burthens of the people, 
to promote public prosperity, to diffuse knowledge, 
to favor agriculture and encourage the arts, to de- 
velop the resources of the state, extend its interior 
coinimtunications by land and water, and equalize 
the advantages of free government among all iny 
fellow cifizens, [ could not fail to see that his ge- 
nius had marked out in all these respects the policy 
which the state, in the emulous spirit expressed by 
her noble motto, could pursue to a higher and hap- 
pier social condition than had ever yet been attain- 
ed by any community. When reflecting upan the 
misapprehensions, difficultes and embarrassinents to 
be encountered, I found in his great fame an evi- 
dence that such a policy might be pursued with safe 
ty, although it must sometimes come in conflict 
with local jealousies and temporary interests.— 
Under the influence of feelings inspired by the oc- 
casion, | ventured to express a hape that the time 
had arrived when the state was prepared to acknow- 
ledge her obligations to so distinguished a benefar- 
tor. In this suggestion I confess that [ anticipated, 
but T trust not by any very long period, the justice 
of my seilow citizens. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Albany, January 6, 1841. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —2d SESSION 
SENATE. : ' 

January 13. John Leeds Kerr, senator elect from 
Maryland, in the place of the hon. Mr. Spence, de- 
ceased, appeared, was qualified, and took his seat, 

The vice president laid before the senate a com. 
munication from the treasury department, in eom- 
pliance with a resolution, showing the rates of fo. 
reign and domestic exchange in the years 1888, °39 
and ’40. 

Also, from the same, showing the number of clerks 
employed in the department, with the salaries an. 
nexed. 

Meinocials and petitions were presented by Messrg, 
Linn and Robinson. 

Mr. Graham, from the committee on rovolution. 
ary claims, reported a bill to authorise the buildin 
uf a nonument in commemoration of the services of 
brigadier generals Davidson and Nash, of the state 
of North Carolina, who fell in defence of their 
country. 

The bills noticed yesterday as having been order. 
ed to be engrossed, were severally read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. Merrick moved to take up the bill transferring 
the stock of the United States in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal to the state of Maryland. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, said he wanted the United 
States to get rid of all stock of that kind, but, as the 
time had arrived for taking up the special order, he 
must oppose the motion. 

Mr. Merrick appealed to the eourtesy of the sena- 
tor—that bill had passed the senate at the last ses. 
sion, but was lost in the other house, for want of 
time. The legislature of Maryland was now in ses- 
sion, which made a speedy action the more urgent. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, thought the senator could 
call it up to-morrow, to which Mr. M. said he must 
assent, as there was no remedy. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the bill for a prospective 
and permanent pre emption system; when Mr. 
Preston rose and addressed the senate against the 
substitute offered by Mr. Cuthoun for the motion of 
Mr. Crittenden. 

Mr. Sevier said he had something to say on the 
bill, but as the hour was late he would move to post- 
pone its further consideration until to-morrow; 


‘which was agreed to. 


Mr. Phelps submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the secretary of the senate be direct- 
ed to pay, as a part of the contingent expenses of the 
senate, $500 to the order of the widow of STEPHEN 
Haicur, late sergeant-at-arms of the senate, to defray 
the expense of placing his body in a proper manner 
and in asecure coffin, carefully protected in the public 
queer at Washing- 
ton, and the expense of transportation of the body to 
his friends in Vermont, and its barial there; and that 
the secretary be directed to pay to the said widow the 
salary of the deceased for the residue of the term for 
which he was elected. 

After some few remarks from Messrs. Wright, (ex- 
planatory of the object, and its being in conformi- 
ty with the wishes of the deceased), White and 
King, the resolution was adopted. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business; and, after a short session, 
adjourned. - 


January 14. The following memorials and peti- 
lions were presented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Clay, from the American peace society, 
asking that congress would appoint a special com- 
mittee to reconsider and report on the memorials 
presented on the subject at the last session. Mr. 
C. said, while he fully concurred in the benevolent 
sentiments of the memorialists, yet such was the 
inultiplicity of his engagements, and press of public 
and private business, that-he did not feel authorised 
to ask for a special committee, but if any other se- 
nator thought it wou!d be better to have such a 
committee, they could move it. 

Also, a memorial for a bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Wright, from inhabitants of Schenectady 
county, New York, asking a select committee [0 
reconsider and report on the peace society memo- 
rials of last year. Mr. W. said it was the same li 
effect as that just offered by the senator from Ken- 
tucky. He could rot ask fora special committee; 
and as the memorials had heretofore been referred 
to the committee on foreizn relations, he did not 
know what better disposition to give them. On 
suggestion, they were laid on the table. 

Also, several memorials from inhabitants of New 
York, all numerously signed, asking a bankrupt law. 

Also, ane remonstrating against the passage of 4 
bankrupt bill during the present session. 

Also, one from merchants, mechanics and traders 
of the city of New York, designating a form of such 
a bankrupt law as would be agreeable to them, and 
guing into the provisions of the same at some lengt!). 
On motion, this was ordered to be printed. 
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By Mr.: Ruggles, from citizens of Bucksport, 
Maine, remonstrating against the repeal of the fish- 
ing bounty. The memorialists state that the cod 
fishery is a dangerous business, yielding with the 
bounty but a seanty and precarious subsistence. 

By Mr. Clay, of Alabama, froin the legislature of 
the state of Alabama, resolutions against a protec- 
tive tariff. ae 

Several private petitions were also presented by 
Messrs. Norvell, Allen, White and Clay, of Ala. 

Mr. King, from the committee on commerce, re- 

orted a bill to regulate the commercial intercourse 
with the port of Cayenne, in French Guiana, and 
to remit certain duties, with an ainend:nent. 

Mr. Linn, from a select committee, reported the 
pill to authorise the adoptiow of measures for the 
occupation and settlement of the territory of Ore- 
gon, and for extending a portion of the laws of the 
United States over the same. 

On motion of Mr. Olay, of Alabama, the senate 

roceeded to consider in committee of the whole 
the bill to regulate the land offices in the state of 
Indiana, and for other purposes; which, after being 
amended, was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Merrick moved to take up the joint resolu- 
tion for the transfer of the stock of the United States 
in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal to the state of 
Maryland. ; 

Mr. Mangum said, this was a subject of great in- 
terest to the citizens of this District. It would be 
recollected that he had presented, some time since, 
a memorial in relation to this very matter, append- 
ed to which were some voluminous documents 
which had not yet been printed and laid on the ta- 
bles. He therefore hoped that the subject would 
not be pressed until he could have time to look into 
it. It could be passed over informally for the pre- 
sent. 

Mr. Merrick said he was willing to grant any 
reasonable delay for the purpose of allowing the se- 
nator to look into it, and so asit was not thrown 
out of its place, he would consent that it should lay 
over until to-morrow. There was a particular rea- 
son why there should be as prompt action on it as 
possible. The cominittee for the District of Colum- 
bia had the memorial and documents ailuded to by 
the senator before them, and had reported the joiut 
resolution, which had passed the senate at the last 
sezsion without discussion, but had been lostin the 
other house for wait of tiie. 

Mr. Graham said a book had just been put into 
his possession this moruing (holding up a volume 
of al least 200 pages), which would require exami- 
nation before he should be prepared to vote on it. 
Whether he could be ready by to-morrow or not, 
would depend, therefore, on circumstances. 

Mr. Merrick said, if the senator had to read that 
volume before arriving at a knowledge of the sub- 
ject, the resolution must be defeated by the delay, 
and therefore he could not consent ta the postpone- 
meut. The cities of this District had memoralized 
cougress not to transfer a stock belonging to the 
United States, and of which the government was 
the entire owner. What was it to them any more 
than to other cities of the union, what congress 
pleased to do with the stock? He could see no rea- 
son for their particular interference! What were 
the facts in the case? Why, that this stock was 
hanging like an incubus over the state of Maryland, 
and was not worth a farthing to the government. 
The United States refused to come forward and 
coutribute its aid in carrying the canal to such point 
as would make it beneficial to any body. Mary- 
land asks that the stock of the goverment may be 
transierred, on certain conditions specified in the 
resolution, and for which the government bas an 
equivalent, and she would then go on to complete 
the canal, Will you hold on (said Mr. M.) to the 
Stock, to speculate on the public spirit of Baltimore? 
If'so, the state willnot go on with the work. It 
Wasa kind of dog-in-the-manger policy, neither 
doing it yourselves nor suifering the state todo it. 

Mr, Walker said several years since he had in- 
troduced a bill somewhat similar to that now pend- 
ing, for the relinguishinent of our stock in the Che- 
Sapeake and Onio canal to the state of Maryland. 
He had done this, after a conference with a distin- 
guished patriot, (gov. Kent), then a senator from 
Maryland, but now called to a higher and a better 
World, At that time he (Mr. W.) had called upon 
the seeretary of the treasury to report what divi- 
dends the government of the United States had re- 
Celved froin its stock in all these canals, namely, 
this canal, the Delaware and Chesapeake canal, the 
Dismal Swaimp canal, and the Ohio canal at Louis- 
Ville. The repo.t then mate showed that these 
Stocks, with the exception of the last, had never 
Ylelded any dividend, that they had no market 
price, and in all probability never would yield any 
Uividend, especially the stock in the Chesapeake 
and Onio canal. Under these circumstances, Mr, 





W. said he was in favorof dissolving this unprofita- 
ble partnership between this government and this 
company, by the surrender of this stock to the 
state of Maryland. Mr. W. said that whoever 
would read the early debates and reports on this 
subject in both houses of congress could not fail to 
observe that this governinent had originally intend- 
ed to proceed pari passu with the state of Mary- 
land in subscriptions to this canal, considering it as 
a great national work terminating in this District. 
This design was now abandaned, most happily, by 
this government, together with the whole internal 
improvement sysiem by congress, but in the mean 
time the state uf Maryland, relying on the continu. 
ed co-operation of this government in the construc- 
tion of this canal, had proceeded and expended 
enormous sums towards the completion of this great 
work; and whilst he (Mr. W.) could not, even un- 
der these circuinstances, vote to appropriate more 
money to this or any other similar object of inter- 
nalimprovement by this government, yet he thought 
ita mere act of justice to surrender this stock, not 
without an equivalent, but forthe full equivalent 
provided in this act, namely, the use of this canal 
forever, free of all toll, for the transportation of the 
troops and munitions of war of this government, 
and upon similar terms Mr. W. was willing to sur- 
render to the states in which they were located, all 
the stock held by this government in all other ca- 
nals, and thus complete the divorce between this 
goverument and the whole internal improvement 
system. In relation to the stock held by this go- 
vernment in the Louisville canal, Mr. W. desired to 
cede our stock in that canal to the state of Kentuc- 
ky as auxiliary to the great object of rendering that 
canal free of all toll, and thus remove that heavy 
taxation which was now imposed on those who tra- 
velled or transported products on the Ohio river. 
[n relation to the opposition on the part of this cily to 
this transfer, Mr. W. said he regretted it. Tre coin- 
pletion of this canal by Maryland would be of vast 
importance io this city, and she ought to support 
this bill as facilitating the completion of this work; 
and as to the idea that Maryland might by obtain- 
ing the control of this stock abandon the canal to 
this city, by carrying the canal from a point out 
of this District to Baltimore, it was delusive. Mr. 
W. said a survey for Maryland, by the the accoin- 
plished head of our topographical bureau, had been 
nade, by which it was demonstrated that all other 
routes for across cut from this canal to Baltimore 
were impracticable, except the route running im- 
inediately from and through this city. 

Mr. W. said that this bill had passed the senate 
at the last session by a large majority, and he hoped 
it would now be permitted to pass without delay. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. said it wasthe hour for taking 
up the special order. He should, as he said before, 
vote for disconnecting the government from al! 
these stock operations; but he thought it proper 
that geatlemen should be allowed time to consider 
the subject. He therefore moved to postpone it for 
the present. 

Mr. Merrick would greatly prefer to take the 
question on the postponement, It was important 
to Maryland that she should know what was to be 
done, as she would have to regulate her policy ac- 
cordingly. 

The question was then taken on the postpone- 
ment, and carried—ayes 21, noes not counted. 

The senate proceeded to take up the special or- 
der—the bill providing for a permanent and pros- 
pective pre-einption system; when Mr. Sevier rose 
and addressed tiie senate, and was followed by Mr. 
Smith, of Indiana, who spoke until near four P. M. 
and then gave way for a motioti to adjourn. 

January 15. Mr. Huntington presented the cre- 
dentials of the hon. Thomas Clayton, senator elect 
from the state of Delaware from the 4th of Mareh 
next. ‘he credentials were read and placed on 
file. 


The vice president presented the credentials of 


the hon. Richard H. Bayard, of the state of Dela- 
ware, senator elect from that state, which were 
also read and placed on file. 

Tine following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and referred: ; 

By Mr. Robertson, a joint resolution of the legis- 
lature of Illinois, requesting such legislation as 
might be necessary to secure the remission of duty 
on rail road iron. 

By Mr. Bentoa, several memorials from the city 
of New York, all praying that, if any bankrupt bill 
be passed, banks and corporations may be included 
in the compulsory process. As some of these give 
the views of the memorialists ia ezlenso, setting 
forth the reasons why banks should be included, 
Mr. B. moved to lave them printed and !aid on the 
table. 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. Wall, 
Williams, Hubbard, Wright, Dizoa and others. 





Mr. Crittenden moved to postpone all the orders 
of the cay for the purpose of taking up the bank- 
rupt bill. 

he motion was opposed by Messrs. King, Ben- 
ton, Lumpkin, Hubbard and others. 

Seme conversation ensued ona point of order; 
when, after some further remarks from Messrs. 
Walker, Norvell and others— 

Mr. Criltenden withdrew the motion, but said he 
should renew it, and press the subject on the consi- 
deration of the senate immediately after the bill 
under consideration as the present special order 
was disposed of. 

The senate then took up the special order, being 
the prospective pre-emptive system; when Mr. 
Smith, of Indiana, rose, and closed the remarks 
which he commenced yesterday. 

Mr. Merrtck moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the bill nntil Monday, with a view to 
take up the bill to incorporate the banks of the city 
of Washington. Mr. M. said it was important that 
the subject should be acted on promptly, that the 
banks of the District might be informined of the 
ground on which they are to stand. [f it were not 
acted on at once, it would be lost for want of time. 
Mr. M. thought it would be agreeable to gentlemen 
to take arespite froin a discussion which inust have 
proved wearisome, froin its long continuance, and 
refresh themselves with the consideration of another 
subject that would be doing a great service to the 
people of the District. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, thought he would prove 
recreant to his duty if he acquiesced in the wishes 
of the senator from Maryland. He had always 
been disposed to do justice to the people of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, of which they had evidence; but 
ne could not consent to have a measure of high 
public import, and one in which he felt so deeply 
interested, passed over to rake room for any bank 
bill whatever. 

Mr. Merrick was aware he was at the mercy of 
the senate; he thought the bill would not create 
much debate, as it had been so amply discussed at 
the last session, and he would feel greatly gratified 
if the senate would grant bis motion. 

Mr. Tuppan asked if the senator really thought 
the bill could pass without discussion, when he 
inust have been aware of the amendment oifered by 
him, (Mr. T.) He was not well enongh to enter 
into the discussion then; and, besides, there had 
been a call made on the secretary of the treasury 
for certain information in relation to banking that 
had not yet been furnished, and which was germain 
to the matter in question. Did not the gentleman 
know that the banks in Ballimore had refused to 
resume? Had they not been told that these banks 
were ready to resume as soon as the banks in Phi- 
lade!phia did so? Well, the banks in Philadelphia 
had resumed; but the banks in Baltimore were not 
compelled to follow, and he presumed they would 
not now resume until the Virginia banks resumed; 
and the Virginia banks would not resume till the 
Baltimore banks did; and thus neither would pay 
their debts until they were driven to it by the peo- 
ple of those states. 

Mr. Merrick made a brief reply, which was not 
distinctly heard, but insisted on his motion. 

Mr Clay, of Alabama, moved to lay the motion 
on the table. 

Mr. Merrick called for the yeas and nays, when 
there appeared for the motion 25, against it 15. 

Mr. Southard then rose and addressed the senate 
until a late hour, when he gave way fora motion to 
adjourn. 

And then the senate adjourned, 

January 16. Mr. Fullon presented a resolution 
of the legislature of Arkansas in relation fo ceding 
the public lands to the states in which they lic; 
also, a memorial asking that lands may be appro- 
priated in lieu of those in the neighborhood of the 
Salt Springs. 


Mr. Sevier presented memorialsof the legislature 
of Arkansas for the improvement of the navization 
of the Washita river, and in relation to the appoint- 
ment of inspectors for the steamboats on ihe Ar- 
kansas river, 


Memorials and. petitions were also presented by 
Messrs. Young, Mouton, Buchanan, Merricl, Roane, 
Henderson, Norvell and Wright. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, from the committee on 
the judiciary, reported, without amendment, a biil 
to amend the judicial systemn of the United States. 


M r. Wall, from the saine committee, reported a 
bill to authorise the secretary of the treasury to 


compromise with the sureties of Samuel Swartwout, 
late collector of New York. 


Mr. Clay submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
recied to communicate to the senate the plan of a per- 
manent change in the tariff, the details and general 











a 
ee eee ae 














atin: — 





332 NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JAN. 23, 1841--CONGRESS. 


v ye ee 








principles of which he states, in his annual report of 
the 7th ultimo, he has considered, and on which he is 
ready to report at any moment either house of congress 
might express a wish to that effect. 

Resol ved, That the secretary of the treasury be also 
directed to report, as soon as practicable, a plan of as- 
sessing the value of goods, wares and merchandise in 
the ports of the United States instead of foreign coun- 
tries. 

Mr. C. expressed a wish to have them acted on 
at once, as they would einbrace matters of import- 
ance connected with the subject. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. thought they had better lie over 
one day according to the rule. Mr. C. however, 
afterwards, withdrew his objection, and the resolu- 
tions were adopted. 

Mr. Tappan submitted a resolution to the effect 
that the senate do, on Monday, proceed to the elec- 
tion of a sergeant-at-arms. 

Mr. Clay hoped not; there was no necessity for 
any election at this late period of the session. 

r. Benton introduced the following resolution, 
which he prefaced with some remarks that occupied 
the senate about half an hour, in which he went 
into some calculation on the effect of the drawback 
not being reduced in the same ratio with the duties 
on the imports epecified: 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be instruc- 
ed tc. inquire into the expediency of reducing the draw- 
backs on refined sugar and rum, manufactured out of 
foreign materials, and exported, in proporiion to the 
reduciion which has taken place and will take place, 
under existing Jaws, in the duties on imported sugar 
and molasses; also of reducing the fishing bounties and 
allowances in proportion to the reduction which has 
taken place, and shall take place, Qnder exisiing laws, 
in-the duiy on imported salt. 

Oa motion of Mr. Ruggles, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
Jaw for the regisiering and enrolment of such fereign 
ships as shall 4 sold to American citizens under the 
order or decree of any court of the United States, 
made on process of law, though the same may noi have 
been built in the United States. 

The following bills were then considered in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed: 

The bill supplementary to an act entitled ‘an act 
to encourage the introduction, and promote the cul- 
tivation, of tropical plants,” approved 7th July, 
1838. 

The bill to confirm the survey and location of 
claims for lands in the state of Mississippi, east of 
the Pearl river, and south of the thirty-first degree 
of north latutude. 

The senate then took up the special order, being 
the prospective pre-emptive system; when Mr. 
Southard rose and finished the remarks which he 
commenced yesterday. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, the senate 
adjourned. 

January 18. ‘The vice president laid before the 
senate a communication from the navy department, 
in compliance with a resolution, in relation to ex- 
periments made on American water-rotted hemp, 
and expressing the opinion that it will be found 
fully equal to any imported hemp. 


Mr. Buchanan took occasion to say that he felt 
pleased that the senator from Missouri (Mr. Ben- 
ton) had called attention to that subject. Mr. My- 
erby had made many experiments, which had fully 
peewee the superiority of American water-rotted 
emp. Samples had been sent to him, (Mr. B.) 
and though he was no judge himself, he had sub- 
mitted ther to those that were, who had given itas 
their decided opinion that this article of American 
culture bad fully sustained the reputation which 
had been givenit. According to usage in the navy 
department, the contracts were given out to the 
lowest bidder, and in that case Mr. Myerby, who 
inade these valuable experiments at great expense 
of time and money, woukd lose the advantages that 
ought to accrue to hiin by competition for the con- 
tract. 


The communication was ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the committee on naval affairs. 

Also, from the treasury department, a communi- 
cation, in compliance with a resolution of the se- 
nate calling for information in relation to the pub- 
lic lands. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Beaton, from citizens of New York, re- 
monstrating against the passage of any bankrupt 
law this session, and, if it is to pass, that banks 
and corporations be included in the compulsory 
process. 

By Mr. Tappan, from eitizens of Ohio, asking 
the passage of a bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Huntington, from citizens of Connecticut, 
asking the passage of a bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Henderson, asking a modification of the 
pilot law of 1837. 


Mr. Mouton, from the committee on commerce, 

owes a bill torepea! or modify the pilot law of 
5 

Mr. Tappan, from. the committee on the library, 
reported a joint resolution for the settlement of -the 
claim of Langtree & O*Sullivan for the Madison 
papers. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury furnish 
the senate with a statement showing, in tabular form, 
the lands the titles for which were closed under the re- 
lief laws of March 31, 1830, and of February 25, 1831, 
giving the number of acres in each district which sold 
at and under five dollars per acre, from five to ten, 
from ten to fifteen, from fifteen to twenty, from twenty 
to thirty, from tlirty to forty, from forty to fifty, from 
fifiy to sixty, from sixty to seventy, from seventy to 
eighty, from eighty to ninety, from ninety to one hun- 
dred, and one hundred and upwards; the amounts 
paid on such sales, respectively, and forfeited; the rates 
at which such sales were closed per acre: also the 
gross amount of lands forfeited under each of these 
two laws, in each district; the amounts in gross for 
which they were originally sold; the gross amounts 

aid on them and forfeited, and the gross amounts 
aally received from them. 

On motion of Mr. Sturgeon, the bill making an 
appropriation for the patent office was taken up in 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. Culhoun moved to strike out the $1,000 for 
agricultural statistics, on which a debate arose; in 
which Messrs. Calhoun, Prentiss, Walker, and 
others participated. No question was taken, the 
hour having arrived for taking up the special order. 

The prospective pre-emption bill was then taken 
up; when Mr. Clay, of Ala. rose and delivered his 
views in favor of the amendment of the senator from 
South Carolina. 

Mr. White was desirous of addressing the se- 
nate on the bill before them, but if senators were 
not dssirous to take the question that evening, he 
would move to postpone its further consideration 
until to-morrow; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Clay said that a communication had been re- 
ceived from the treasury department, while he was 
out, in answer to a resolution submitted by him 
some time since, calling for information in relation 
to the public lands. The document was one highly 
interesting, inasmuch as it presented information 
which more than bore him out in the views he had 
advanced on the subject. He did not desire to 
have any extravagant number printed; he would 
move for a thousand extra copies. 

After some remarks by Messrs. Walker, King, 
and Clay, the motion to print 1,000 copies with the 
acompanying maps was agreed to. 

On motion to Mr. White, the senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, and af. 
ter a short session adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Wednesday, Jan. 13. The house resumed the 
consideration of the case of contested election 
from the third congressional district of Pennsyl- 
vania, between Messrs. Naylor and Ingersoll. 

Mr. Naylor resumed his argument (from yester- 
day) in support of his right to the seat now held 
by hiin; and continued (without concluding) until 
after 3 o’clock, when he gave way to a motion, by 
M;. Carter, that the house adjourn. 

But the motion was withdrawn for a few mi- 
nutes, for the purpose of reading the senate bills on 
the speaker's table a first and second time, and re- 
ferring them to appropriate committees. 

The speaker laid before the house a number of 
communications, namely: 

1. From the commissioner ‘of public buildings, 
contaiving an account of the expenditures on those 
buildings during the year 1840, viz: . 

The treasury building 

The patent office 

General post office 


$107,768 82 
95,086 78 
128,472 33 


Jail 2,999 62 
Court house at Alexandria 3.680 13 
Capitol 2,596 39 
Capitol square 6,390 14 
President’s house and grounds 3,018 59 


Foundation for statue of Washington 1,990 74 
Potomac bridge 2,368 91 
Sundry small items for Pennsylvania 
avenue, trees, water, &c. 949 77 
Referred to the committee on expenditures of the 
public buildings. 


2. A letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
with the listof clerks employed in the various 
branches of the treasury department during the year 
1840, with the pay of each. Laid on the table. 

3. The following letter from the postmaster general: 

Post office department, Jan. 11, 1841. 

Sir: In compliance with the second section of 

the actof the 2d of July, 1836, ta reorganize the 





post office department, | have the honor to submit 


i 


estimates for the service of that department for the 
year commencing July 1, 1841. 

For three years past the increasing demands {i 
thail service have exceeded the means of the de. 
partment to supply them. And those demanis 
will rather be increased than diminished during the 
next fiscal year. 

But as the expenditures of this department are 

to be provided for from its own resources, I must 
be governed in submitting estimates for appropria. 
tions by the probable amount of the revenue which 
will aeerne, rather than by the extent of the de- 
mands of the country for mail accommodations, 
- The first quarter of the current fiscal year has 
exhibited a decline of about five per cent. as coin- 
pared with the corresponding quarter of the last 
year; the accounts of the second quarter are not 
closed, but, unless there is an improvement in the 
two last quarters, there may be a declension in the 
revenue of ‘the year, compared with the year ent. 
ing the 30th of June last. 

It is believed, however, that the next fiscal year 
will exbibit an improvement in the revenue, equal 
to at least six per cent. over that of the past year. 

Upon. this assumption, the revenue for the year 
commencing the first of July, 1841, will amount 
to $4,811,620, which forms the basis of the esti- 
mates submitted. 

This amount of revenue, it is estimated, will be 
required to be expended for the mail service for the 
year commencing on the first of July, 1841, as 
follows, viz: 


Mail transportation $3,280,000 
Commissions to postmasters 1,050,000 
Ship, steamboat and way letters 40,000 
Wrapping paper 25,000 
Office furniture 5,000 
Advertising 36,000 
Mail bags 35,000 
Blanks 33,000 
Mail locks, keys and stamps 15,000 


Mail depredations and. special agents 22,000 





Clerks for offices 210,000 
Miscellaneous 60,620 
$4,811,620 


I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN M. NILES. 
Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, speaker of the house of reps. 
Mr. Briggs stated to the house that his colleague 
(the hon. Win. S. Huslings) was so indisposed as 


the committee on private land claims, and asked to 
have him excused, and that a member be appointed 
on the committee in his place; which the house 
assented to, and Mr. Hastengs was excused accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. Adams moved that the bill reported by hin 
at the last session, from the coininittee on manu- 
factures, to increase the duty on imported silk 
goods, be made the special order for the 27th of the 
present month. 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, would be happy to afford his aid to any 
proper means for bringing money into the treasury, 
‘but the process proposed by the bill now proposed 
to be made a special order was entirely too slow 
for the present pressing wants of the treasury. He 
had proposed other means, on which he wished the 
early action of the house, to replenish the treasury, 
and which would do it much more speedily than 
the bill reported by Mr. 4dams. Mr. J. then refer- 
red to several bills, to which he intended to call the 
attention of the house as svon as he could do so. 
He therefore felt bound to oppose the motion to 
give the bill any preference in the business of the 
house. 

Mr. Adams said that, in his estimation, his bill, 
which was a bill to provide the means for paying 
off debts and loans, was much more deserving of 
favor than bills to increase the debt or make new 
loans. Mr. A. then went on to show the propriety 
of his motion. 

Mr. Jones said he could not, under the circum- 
stances he had already stated, give Mr. Adams’ bill 
a preference at this time. He went into a short 
view of the condition of the treasury, its immed- 
ate and pressing wants, and of the means by which 
he proposed to supply them. 

Mr. Cushing was sorry to see Mr. Jones confine 
himself so exclusively to the wants of the treasury 
during the present session; he hoped that neither 
the government nor the world were coming to au 
end on the 3d of March next. ; 

Mr. Hubbard here moved anadjournment; which 
was lost. 

Mr. Jones called the yeas and nays on Mr. 
Adams’ motionv. They were taken, and the vole 
resulted as follows: yeas 64, nays 53. ; 

A quorum not voting, the house adjourned im- 
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 Thureda, Jan. 14. Mr. Rhett, of South Caroli- 
na, appeared and took his seat to-day. 

‘The journal having been read, Mr. Adams rose 
and said that as he supposed the first question be- 
fore the house was the motion submitted by him 

-esterday, to make the bill to impose duties upon 
jinporte silk ananufactures the special order of the 
day for. the 27th of this month, (on which question, 
when taken yesterday, no quorum had voted), and 
as it was donbtfui now, he thought, whether a quo- 
rum was present, he would move a call of the house. 
The question having been put, the house refused 
the call. 

The speaker then announced that the first ques- 
tion before the house was the motion to make the 
above mentioned biil the special order of the day 
for the 27th of the present month—on which motion 
the yeas and nays had been ordered. 

Mr. Thompson, of Miss. and other gentlemen, 
called for the reading of the bill; which having 
been read, Mr. Wise inquired of the speaker if a 
vote of two-thirds was requisite to accomplish the 
object? Macha 

The speaker replied in the affirmative. ‘ 

And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative: yeas 78, nays 65. Not two-thirds. 

The house then resamed the consideration of the 
case of contested election from the third congres- 
sional district of the state of Pennsylvania between 
Messrs. Naylor and Ingersoll. 


Mr. Naylor resumed his argument (from yester- 
day) in support of his right to the seat now held by 
him—and concluded at 15 minutes past 3 o’clock. 

Mr. Green asked leave to introduce the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency and neces- 
sity of laying such duties, for the purposes of revenue, 
upon wines and silks, and such other articles of luxury 
imported into tne United States, as will meet the neces- 
sary expenditures of the government, and pay off the 
debt already incurred by the issue of treasury notes, 
and all such oiher debts as may be owing by the go- 
vernment of the United States, and that said commuit- 
tee report by bill or otnerwise. 

Mr Cave Johnson moved an adjournment and 
asked the yeas and uays, which were ordered.— 
When Mr. J. withdrew the motion. 

Objection was then made to the introduction of 
the resolution. 

Mr. Green moved a suspension of the rule to en- 
abie him to move lis resolution. 

Mr. Pickens asked if the question was debatable? 

The speaker answered it was net. 

Mr. Pickens then said he should vote against the 
motion, as it was a test question. 


Mr. Clifford, of Maine, inquired of the speaker 
whether, af the rules were suspended, the resolution 
would have precedence over other business. 

The speaker said it woald. 

Mr. Jones, of Vitginia, inquired of Mr. Adums 
Whether the bill reported by the committee on ma- 
nafactures (in reference to which aimotion had this 
day been decided) did not cover the subject matter 
of the resolution. 


Mr. Adams replied that that bill had reference 
solely to silks; and that, as the house had determin- 
ed not to fix a day on which to take it up, he, for 
his part, hoped that they would refer this subject, 


with the rest, to the committee of ways and means; | 


for, as it was necessary to obtain two-thirds to get 
the bill up, he at least despaired of doing so, after 
the experience he had had this morning. There 
was a large majority in favor of the bill, though it 
could not be carried through becanse a vote of two- 
thirds could not be obtained to bring it up. 


Mr. Wise suggested that although the bill alluded 
to, covered, silks alone, yet that it was open to 
ainendment, and might, if, as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) stated, a large majo- 
rity was in favor of it, be so amended as to cover 
the whole ground. 


The question was then taken on suspending the 
rule, and resulted as follows: yeas 80, nays 86. 
_So the rules were not suspended, and the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Green was not received. 


Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, asked leave to subinit the following re- 
solution: 

_ Resolved, That the house bill No. 5983 to authorise 
the issuing of treasury notes be made the special order 
of the day on Monday next, to take precedence of all 
other business until said bill shall be finally disposed of. 

Mr. Barnard sent to the table aud had read the 
following as an amendinment to Mr. Jones's resolu- 
tion: 


That the committee of the whole on the state of the 


U sion be discharged from the further consideration of 


the billin relation to treasury notes, and that the sub- 
ject of making ged ome for the wants of the treasury 
"e referred back to the committee of ways and means. 





1. To bring in a biil to authorise the secretary of the 
treasury to borrow $10,000,000 on the credit of the go- 
vernment, and to issue bonds or scrip therefor. 

2. To bring in a bill imposing duties for additional 
revenue On wines, silks, linens, spices and other arti- 
cles, being luxuries, imported into the United States, 
butin such manner as not to conflict with the princi- 
ples, policy and spirit of the act of March, 1833, com- 
monly called the compromise act. 

This was ruled out by the chuir as not being in 
order. 

Mr. Jones called for the yeas and nays on his re- 
solution, and they were ordered. : 

Mr. Dawson inquired of the chairman of the com- 
mittee of ways and means (Mr. Jones) whether the 
money provided by this bill was actually necessary 
to carey on the operations of the government at this 
time? 

Mr. Jones replied that a considerable portion of 
the money was now required and would be required 
in the first quarter of the year. A large portion of 
it—more than a million of dollars—would be requir- 
ed tu pay pensions falling due immediately after the 
4th of March—on the 5th, he believed; and a small 

ortion of it would be required to meet claims com- 
ing due between this time and that. 

r. Dawson was desirous, he said, to know froin 
the committee of ways and means what would be 
the wants of the government during the year.— 
Whilst providing, we ought to make provision for 
all. 

Mr. Jones said it was proposed by the committee 
of ways and means to make provision for all the 
wants of the government during the present year. 
He believed—and he based his belief on the report 
of the secretary of the treasury—tbat the means of 
the year would be sufficient for the year; but it 
would be necessary, in consequence of the inequa- 
lity between the time of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the public money, that temporary provision 
should be made for the first quarter, to enable the 
government to meet the claims upon it. 

After some conversation on a question of order— 

The question was put on the resolution, and the 
vote resulted as follows: yeas 109, nays 50. 

There being two-thirds in the affirmative, the 
treasury note bill was made the special order for 
Monday next, the 18th instant. 

Mr. Barnard, from the committee on the judicia- 
ry, obtained leave to report a bill to establish a uni- 
form system of bankruptcy for the United States. 

The bill was twice read; when Mr. Pickens in- 
quired if it was similar to the bill which passed the 
senate at the last session? 

Mr. Barnard said he was pleased that the inquiry 
had been made. It was identical with the bill of 
the senate referred to by the gentleman from South 
Carolina. 

The bili was committed to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Barnard then moved that the bill be made 
the special order for this «day fortnight, and called 
for the yeas and nays. 

And pending this motion, a motion was made to 
adjourn, which prevailed, and the house adjourned. 


F)iday, Jan. 15. The question pending yester- 
day, on the motion of Mr. Barnard, that the bill to 
establish a uniform system of bankruptcy be set as 
a special order forthe 28th of the present month, 
came up as the first business in order this morning. 

It was decided by yeas and nays as follows: yeas 
57, nays 96. 

So the bill was notset asa special order. It takes 
its place on the calendar of business before the 
committee of the whole house on the state of the 
union. 

The consideration of the report of the committee 
of elections, in the contested election between 
Charles Naylor, the sitting member from the third 
congressional district of Pennsylvania, and Charles 
J. Ingersoll, the claimant, whicb has been under con- 
sideration for several days, came up inorder. The 
report is in favor of the right of Mr. Naylor to the 
seat he occupies. 


Mr. Ingersoll answered the speech heretofore 
made by Mr. Naylor. After he had concluded— 
Mr. Naylor rejoined ina few remarks; when Mr. 
Jameson moved the previous question; which was 
demanded by a large majority of members. ; 

The speaker then put the question, shall the main 
question be put? And there was also a large majori- 
ty in favor of it. ; 

Mr. Vunderpoel moved an adjournment; which 
was decided by yeas and nays as follows; yeas 58, 
nays 111. 

So the house refused to adjourn; and the main 
question recurred, to wit: ‘That the house do coucur 
in the resolution recommended by the committee 
of elections? 

Mr. Fillmore said that, although it was too late 
by the rules to move a cail of the house, yet he 
hoped that, by general consent, a call would be 


made; many members were out of the house, under 
the expectation that the question would not be 
taken so soon in the day, who desired to vote upon 


it. No objection being interposed, a call of the 


house was ordered. The clerk called the rol}, and 
a 194 members present. And the doors were 
closed. 


Mr. Mason moved to dispense with all further 
proceedings on the call. 

The yeas and nays were taken on this motion, and 
there were for dispensing with the futther proceed- 
ings 115, against it 66. 

The question was then stated on the resolution 
recommended by the committee of elections, when 
Mr. Taylov moved an adjournment. 

The house was counted by tellers, and the motion 
was negatived: ayes 86, noes 106. 

Mr. Waiterson then moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject of this contested election on the table. 

Mr. Wise inquired of the chair, what would be the 
state of the business ifthe motion to lie on the table 
prevailed? Would not Mr. Naylor continue to hold 
his seat? 

‘The chair answered that he would. 

Many voices were heard to call upon Mr. Watter- 
son to withdraw his motion to lie on the table. Mr. 
W. did so, and the house came to a direct vote on 
the following resolution recommended in the report 
of the committee of elections: 

Resolved, That Cuartes Nayion was duly elected 
a member of the house of representatives for the twen- 
ty-sixih congress from the third congressional district 
in Pennsylvania. 

The vote was taken by yeas and nays, and result- 
ed as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, 
Andrews, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, 
Bond, Boits, Briggs, Brock way, Samson H. Butler, W. 
O. Butler, Calhoun, John Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, James 
Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
kK. Davies, J. W. Davis, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dellet, Doe, Edwards, Evans, Evereit, Fillmore, Fisher, 
Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, 
W.S. Hastings, Hawes. Henry, Hill, of Virginia, Hill, 
of North Carolina, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, 
C. Johnston, W. C. Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lane, 
Lincoln, F. Mallory, Marvio, Mason, Monroe, Moore, 
Morgan, C. Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen- 
Peck, Pope, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Si- 
monton, Slade, ‘Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, 
Stuart, Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, John 
B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Underwood, P. J. Wagner, Warren, John White, 
Thos W. Williams, Lewis Williams, J. L. Williams, 
C. H. Williams, Winthrop, Wise—1!7 

NA YS—Messrs. Atherton, Beatty, Blackwell, Brew- 
ster, A. V. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Chapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor, William R. Cooper, Crary, Dana, Da- 
vee, John Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, 
Gerry, Griffin. Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Haw- 
kins, Hillen, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Joln- 
son, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, 
Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, Mc- 
Clellan, M.Clure, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, 
Mediil, Miller, Montanva. Montgomery, S. W. Mor- 
ris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Paynter, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Rives, E. Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Swearengen, Taylor, F: Thomas, 
P. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, 
D. D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, J. W. Williams, 
Henry Williams—85. 

And so the right of Mr. Naylor to the seat he now 
holds as the representative in this house from the 
third congressional district of Pennsylvania was 
confirmed. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Jan. 16. Mr. Campbell, of S. C. asked 
leave to offer a resolution, which he sent to the 
table, where it was read for inforination. It is as 
follows: 

Resolved, That Charles J. Ingersoll be paid the mi- 
leage and per diem of a member of congress up to the 
time that the case of the contested election between 
himself and Charles Naylor from the third congres- 
sional district of the state uf Pennsylvania wes decided 
by this house. 

The resolution was objected to. 
ioved a suspension of the rule, 


Mr. Smith, of Conn. said if Mr. Campbell would 
cousent to modify so as to deduct the sum paid Mr. 
Ingersoll at the late session for witnesses, &c. he 
would vote for the resolution. 

The question to suspend the rule was taken by 
yeas and nays, and resulted as follows: For the sus- 
pension 55, against it 85. | 

Mr. Proffit asked leave to introduce a resolution: 

Whereas, the secretary of the treasury, in his letter 
of the 7th of December, 1840, transmitting his annual 
report on the state of the finances, also an estimate of 


Mr. Cumpbell 





appropriations for the year 1841, makes use of the fol- 
lo ing language: 
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“It has pneney ben shown that the whole amount 
of receipts in 1541 will probably be sufficient to dis- 
charge all ordinary expenditures, and these parts of 
the outstanding debt, funded or unfunded, which may 
become due. But the preservation of a suitable ba- 
lance in the treasury may require more than what will 
probably be left afier satisfying other purpuses. The 
raising of any sum for that object in 1841 could, how- 
ever, be obviated by authorising a contract to be made, 
under proper restrictions, extending the period of pay- 
ment tor a portion of the temporary liabilities falling 
due in that year. Yet,in the opimon of the under- 
signed, the best mode of providing for this case would 
be, without either an extension of this kind, or a loan, 
or a further issue of treasury notes, or a change in the 
tariff; but merely by lessening the appropriations for 
the service of 184] below the estimates, or by parang 
such declaratory clauses as to the present tariff, an 
such acts as to the public lands, as have heretofore 
been urged un the consideration of congress.” 

And whereas, the said secretary of the treasury, not- 
withstanding the above declaration respecting treasury 
notes, did on the 7th day of January, in a communica- 
tion laid before this house, asked tu be empowered to 
issue $5,000,000 more of treasury notes. 

And whereas, the declaration is made by the secre’ 1- 
ry that “the best mode of providing for this case” would 
be “merely by lessening the appropriations for the service 
of 1841 below the estimates;” therefore, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to inform this house what particular items of the 
estiinates for 1841, accompanying his letter, can, in his 
opinion, be dispensed with, and why said estimates, if 
not called for by the exigencies of the public service, 
have by him been laid before this house as requiring 
corresponding appropriations. 

Mr. Proffit said that he offered the resolution be- 
cause he would be called upon on next Monday to 


vote upon the bill authorising an additional issue of 


five millions of treasury notes; and he would not ask 
the yeas and nays, neither would he in any other 
way occupy the time of the house. His bad health 
would of itself prevent him from speaking at any 
length, But the secretary of the treasury had de- 
liberately stated that the issue of treasury notes 
was not ‘‘the best mode” of meeting the deficit in 
the treasury. He had stated that there was a better 
mode,and had told us it is to ‘reduce the appro- 
priations for 1841 below the estimates.”? The se- 
cretary himself had placed those estimates before 
us, and asked for corresponding appropriations. He 
(Mr. P.) called upon the secretary by this resolu- 
tion to point out what particular items of the esti- 
mates can be dispensed with; and surely the sup- 
porters of the administration, the friends of the 
secretary, those who advocate this issue of treasury 
notes, will not refuse to consider the resolution and 
call for the information. 

The secretary had also stated that there was still 
another mode of avoiding a deficit in the treasury, 
which was, to postpone the payment of “temporary 
liabilities jor 1841.” Mr. P said that he would 
not deny that this proposition, though the very 
quintessence of absurdity, was nevertheless true. 
It the government postpones the payment of its 
debts, it certainly can do without such money. It 
is a self-evident proposition. 

Mr. Pe said he had quoted in his resolution verba- 
lim the language of the secretary, and he was deter. 
mined to hoid him to his own declarations and as- 
sertions. It they were false, let the secretary bear 
the odium. But, for himself, he would not be thus 
constantly imposed upon by contradictory state- 
ments. One moment we are told that there will 
be a balance of upwards of a million in the treasury 
on the termination of the year 1840. Next day 
we are told that there is a deficiency which re- 
quires immediate relief to the amount of 5,000,000 
dollars. In one report we are told that the issue of 
treasury notes is not the best mode; next day we 
are urged to issue them as the dest mode. One day 
we have estimates placed before us, and are told 
that they require corresponding appropriations; then 


again we are told that those estimates are too large, | 


and ought to be reduced. Let the secretary explain 
these contradictions by answering the resolution 
now upon the table. 


Mr. Cave Johnson objected, and gave notice that 
he should object to all resolutions and other inat- 
ters out of the regular order of business. 

Mr. Profit moved a suspension of the rule to 
enable him to introduce his resolution. ‘Che ques- 
tion to suspend was pul and negatived. 

Mr. Rives, from the committee of eiections, re- 

orted the foliowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the clerk of this house pay James 
M. Carlisle, out of the contingent fund, two dollars per 
day in addition to what he has already received, as 
compensation fur his services as clerk of the committee 
of elections at the last session. 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which was carried. 

Mr. Habersham, from the committee on com- 
merce, reported a b.Il for an extension of the port 


of New Orleans, so as to include the city of La- 
fayette; which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Habersham made an adverse report on the 
memorial of inhabitants of Richmond and Peters- 
burg for the establishment of a marine hospital at 
City Point. The report was laid on the table. 

Mr. Cusey, from the committee on the public 
lands, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the an- 
nual report of the commissioner of the general land 
oflice, together with the maps, be printed for the use of 
the house, provided the same plates can be used upon 
which the same maps furnished the senate have been 
printed, and without any additional charge for engrav- 
ing. 

"The resolution was read and agreed to. 

Mr. Crary, froin the committee on the public 
lands, reported a bill to amend the act to authorise 
the state of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect 
titles to certain lands, and to settle the claims to 
the vacant and unappropriated lands within the same, 
passed April 18, 1806; which was twice read. Mr. 
Crary said every member was familiar with the 
subject of the bill; it had long been before the house; 
the subject was well understood; he would there- 
fore move that it be engrossed, and read a third 
time. ; 

Mr. Williams, of N. C. moved that the biil be 
committed to the committee of the whole house. 

Mr. Cave Johnson opposed the commitment, and 
said the bill had been so shaped as to meet the appro- 
bation of all parties interested in its provisions. 

Messrs. Wise and Crockett advocated the third 
reading. 

Messrs. Molgomery and Williams, of N. C. op- 
posed the third reading. 

The subject had not been disposed of when, the 
speaker having announced the expiration of the 
moruing hour—Mr. Crockett asked that the bill be 
printed, which was ordered. 

Mr. Montgomery indicated his intention to offer 
an arnendment when the bill shall again come be- 
fore the house, and asxed that it be also printed; 
which was assented to. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, from the select committee 
on the letter of John C. Rives, of the firm of Blair 
& Rives, printers to the house, complaining of the 
violation of the rights of the printers by the clerk of 
the house, made a report, submitting the following 
as the result of the deliberations of the committee: 

First. That there is nothing in the character of 
the controversy, or the evidence submitted, to im- 
ply censure on either of the parties; but seems to 
have been the result of a misapprehension of the 
legitimate sphere of their respective duties. 

Second. That, by existing laws, all the printing 
ordered by the house should be executed by the 
publie printers. 

Third. That, in accordance with the usage of the 
last 12 years in the absence of all legal provisions, 
the binding of such documents as he may print 
should be executed by the public printer, as an in- 
cident to the printing. 

The report was ordered to lie on the table, and 
to be printed. 

A number of bills, of a private or local nature, 
were also reported, and appropriately referred. 

The speaker laid before the house sundry com- 
munications, viz: 

1. From the secretary of the navy, transmitting 
a list of the names and salaries of the clerks em- 
ployed in the navy department during the year 
1840. 

2. From the secretary of war, containing an ac- 
count of the expenditure of the appropriation for 
the contingent expenses of the military establish- 
ment during the year 1840, amounting altogether to 
$5,112 14. Laid on the table. 

3. From the first comptroller of the treasury, with 
a list of old balances on the books of the register of 
the treasury. Laid on the table. 

4. From the first comptroller of the treasury, with 
a list of old balances on the books of the third au- 
ditor of the treasury. Laid on the table. 


The biil from the senate, supplementary to the 
act for the discontinuance of the office of surveyor 
general in the several districts as soon as.the sur- 
veys can be completed, for abolishing land offices, 
and for other purposes, passed 12th June, 1840, was 
em read and referred to the committee on public 
ands, 


The house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on private bills, (Mr. Briggs, of Mass. in the 
chair), when several were considered and disposed 
of. 

On motion of Mr. Wiilliams, of N. C. the house 
adjourned. 


Monday, Jan. 18. The special order on the trea- 
sury note bill, which was set for this day, to the 
exclusion of all other business, was announced by 











ithe chair, when Mr. Ch&in obtained leave fo intro- 


ee 

duce two bills, notice of which had been hereto. 

fore given, viz: 

A bill to revive an act entitled *‘an act to antho. 
rise the inhabitants of Louisiana to enter back 
lands.” 

A bill to unite the southeastern land district and 
that of the district west of Pearl river and east of 
the island of New Orleans, and to form a new dis. 
trict, and for other purposes. 

These bills were severally twice read and refer. 
red to the committee on public lands. 

The house then, in execution of the special or. 
der, resolved itself into committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, (Mr. John Q. Adams, of 
Mass. in the chair), on the bill reported by Mr. 
Jones, of Virginia, {0m the committee of Ways 
and means, to authorise the issue of five millions of 
treasury notes. | 

Mr. Jones desired, he said, very briefly to assign 
the reasons which appeared to him to render the 
passage of the bill necessary and proper. If it 
should appear that the means asked in it were 
really necessary to enable the government to meet 
with punctuality its numerous engagements and to 
preserve its faith unbroken, it seemed to him that 
no other reason need be assigned to entitle the bill 
to the favor of the committee. We might differ 
among ourselves as to the best mode of furnishing 
the relief required by the governinent, but he was 
sure that it was an object near the heart of every 
representative to see the government of their own 
choice rescued from that degradation into which, it 
must sink should the aid, which was really neces- 
sary, be withheld. 

A careful review of the report of the secretary 
of the treasury would, he thought, satisfy every 
gentleman that the measure now introduced was 
not intended to provide for any permanent deficien- 
ey which it was supposed would exist in the re- 
venue at the close of the present year. For, if the 
secretary of the treasury were right in his esti- 
mates, and if the appropriations made by congress 
should be kept withia those estimates, the revenue 
for the year 1841 would be amply sufficient to meet 
all the current expenditures of the year, and for the 
reduction of the four million five hundred thousand 
dollars of outstanding treasury notes, together with 
that portion of the public debt, funded and unfund- 
ed, that would fall due in the course of the year. 
But it was intended so to use the credit of the go- 
vernment as to anticipate, and that only for a short 
time, the revenue of the government; for, so un- 
equally were the receipts and expenditures thrown 
upon different periods of the year, that it must be 
apparent that with means most ample to meet all 
the liabilities of the year, yet those means might 
not be received in time to meet the liabilities as 
they were expected to arise. For example, if we 
were to rely on the report of the secretary of the 
treasury—and he (Mr. J.) knew of no source from 
which more ccrrect information could be derived— 
the heaviest expenditures during the year were ex- 
pected to fall upon the first quarterof the year 
whilst the heaviest receipts were not expected to 
be realized until the third quarter. 

He would call the attention of the committee to 
a staternent submitted by the secretary of the trea- 
sury in reiation to the liabilities of the government 
during the first quarter of the year, aud the means 
of the government to meet them. 

Mr. J. being about to read—Mr. Barnard desir- 
ed to be informed whether the gentleman was read- 
ing from a manuscript? Mr. Jones replied that he 
was. It wasa statement showing what might be 
the amount of revenue. Mr. Barnard. A state- 
ment which has been printed? Mr. Jones, No. 
It was furnished to me in answer to a call made by 
we for my own information. 

Mr. J. then read as follows: 

Estimates for \st quarter of 1841, ending March 31. 

I. Receipts. 

From duties, considering the large drawbacks and 
refunding under new judicial decisions, unless 
the law is specially amended, notover $3,000,000 

From sales of lands, unless the banks 
resume specie payments immediately, 








not over 450,000 
From miscellaneons sources and from 
indebted banks, if further time is given 
to those in Natchez, and the Bank of 
the United States pays its balance, as 
expected, to a special objeet, and not 
for general purposes, only about 50,000 
$3,500,000 
IT, Expenditures. 
Ordinary ones, including pensions, ses- 
sion of congress, and a usual number 
of private acts $4,500,000 
District debt to Holland, principal, Ist 
instalment, and jraterect §0; 000 
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Fi ying bounties, either out of the trea- 
sg reserved from the accruing 





revenue . 300,000 

Most of the expenses for taking the 
census 550,000 
$5,430,009 


So that, (continned Mr. J.) if the government 
should realize the whole amount of revenue expect- 
ed in the Ist quarter, there would still be a balance 
left to be provided for of one million nine hun- 
dred and thirty thousand dollars. This was exclu- 
sive of the estimated balance in the treasury on the 
first day of the present month, (January); and when 
every dollar now in the treasury, or estimated to be 
in the treasury on the first of the present month, 
should have been applied, there would still be a de- 
ficiency of three hundred and twenty-nine thousand 
one hundred and forty-five dollars. 

But we all knew that this estimated balance in 
the treasury could not so be applied, because a por- 
tion of it had not, in point of fact, come into the 
treasury. The sum of one hundred and eighty 
thousand dollars, due from the bank of Resshet. 
which was expected to have been paid, had not, in 
fact, been paid; and not more than five or six hun- 
dred thousand dollars of that estimated balance was 
in the eastern section, where it could be made avail- 
able in a very short period, where full three- 
fourths of the expenditures would be required to be 
nade. 

The residue of the amount was scattered over 
the country in land offices, mints and other simali 
depositories of the government, in sums of seven- 
ty, eighty, or, it might be, ninety thousand dol- 
lars. 

Such being the means of the first quarter of the 
year, and such its liabilities during the same time, 
it became the duty of congress, if it was intended 
that the treasury should meet its liabilities and pre- 
serve the faith of the country, to make temporary 
provisions for the deficiency which would arise dur- 
ing the first quarter. 

He knew he should be told that the deficiency was 
permanent, and that provision should be made 
to meet, not a temporary, but a permanent deficien- 
cy. Ifthis assumption was well founded, the con- 
sequence would follow necessarily. 

But was the fact so? In order to determine the 
question, we must look to the best sources of infor- 
ination within our reach. Where should we look 
to satisfy ourselves? It would seem to him that we 
should look to the officer to whom all the avenues 
of information were laid open—to him whose duty 
charged him with the general supervision of the 
whole subject of the finances—the secretary of the 
treasury. 

Mr. J. then read from page 7 of the annual re- 
port of the secretary of the treasury the following 
passages: 

“It may be stated, from the best data in possession 
of this department, that the receipts, under the ex- 
isting laws, will probably be as foliows: 





From customs $19,000,000 
Frown lands 3,500,000 
From miscellaneous 80,000 
Add the expecied balance in the trea- 

sury available on the first of Janua- 

ry next 1,580,855 
The aggregate of ordinary means for 

the next year would then be 24,160,855 


There will be nothing more, either of 
principle or interest, due from 
banks, which is likely to be made 
available, except about 

A power will exist, under the act of 
3ist of March, 1840, to issue trea- 
sury notes tilla year from its pa3- 
Sage expires, but not to make the 
whole emission outstanding at any 
time exceed five millions of dol- 
ars, 

This will furnish additional means, 
equal to the computed amount 
Which can be issued at the close of 
the present year, being about 


220,000 


342,618 





lience there may be added, from these 
several sources, so much as to make 

the Whole inean for the next year 

/n_ the other hand, the expenditures 
for 1841 for ordinary purposes, if 
Congress make no reduction in the 
appropriations requested by the dif- 
trent departments, are estimated 
" 19,250,000 


24,723,473 





49 " 
This Would leave a balance in the 


} 





treasury, at the close of the year, 


equal to 5,173,473 ' 


But certain payments will also be 
made on account of the funded and 
unfunded debt, unless congress au- 
thorise contracts to be formed for 
extending the time of their payment. 
Thus, there will be required— 

On account of the funded debt, chief- 
ly for the cities of this District 

For the redemption of treasury notes, 
ifall the others be issued which can 
be under the present laws, as then 
the amount returned within A.D. 
1841 will probably not exceed 


149,200 


4,500,000 





$4,649,200 





Estimated balance in the treasury at 

the closs of the next year, after ail 

payments whatever $324,273” 

Mr. J. continued. He thought he must have sa- 
tisied the committee, if the report of the secreta- 
ry of the treasury were to be relied on, that the re- 
sources of the government, for 1841, were not only 
ample to meet all the current charges upon it dur- 
ing the year, but also to redeein the four million 
five hundred thousand dollars of treasury notes now 
outstanding, and that portion of the public debt 
which would fall due in the year, and would leave 
a balance of $824,273 at the close of the present 
year. And he thought the committee must also be 
satisfied that the great inequality between the re- 
ceipts and expenditures, at different periods of the 
year, rendered it necessary that sone temporary 
provision should be made to meet these liabilities. 

That some measure calculated to obviate these 
difficulties was to be expected, from the report of 
the secretary himself, appeared too tnanifest to re- 
quire comment. On pages 10 and 11 of the report 
the secretary said: 

“It has already been shown that the whole amount 
of receipts in 1841 will probably be sufficient to 
discharge all ordinary expenditures, and those parts 
of the outstanding debt, funded or unfunded, which 
inay become due. But the preservation ofa suitable 
balance in the treasury may require more than will 
probably be left after satisfying other purposes.” 

And again: 

“It will be observed, however, that though, under 
either of these arrangements, enough might be ob- 
tained within the whole of 1841 for the objects con- 
templated, yet not a due or sufficient proportion in 
the first quarter; because by that time all the mea- 
sures are not likely to go into full operation, nor 
much of the anticipated increase to happen in the 
actual receipts of dutles under existing laws. Un- 
usually heavy expenses will also fal! on that quarter 
in the next year. In addition to a full portion of 
most of the current expenses, and the whole pensicn 
payments for the first half ofthe year, and one-third 
of a million, or more, for all the annual fishing 
bounties, there will be imposed on it most of the 
charges for the whole year connected with the ses- 
sion of congress and private dills, as well as large 
payments for taking the census, and for the first in- 
stalment of the debt of this District; several of them 
as early even as the first day of January. 

“From these circumstances, and the considera- 
tions that all which is due from the banks may not 
be then paid, aud that the balance in the treasury, 
under the policy adopted by congress of late years, 
will of necessity be small, while the fluctuations 
and inequalities are very great between the receipts 
and expenditures in different portions of the year, 
to which we are constantly exposed, from causes 
that have on former occasions been explained at 
length, it must be obvious that entire safety requires 
a conditional power to be seasonably conferred on 
the executive to obtain at any time within 1841 
such subsidiary means as may be needed for a few 
months, and as inay be sufficient to enable the trea- 
sury punctually to discharge, during that year, all 
the liabilities imposed by congress.” 

Mr. J. continued. He was aware that we should 





ing this fact, who would be at a loss to account for 
the extraordinary falling off of the revenue for the 
last year? Who could have anticipated that the im- 
ports during the last year were to sink below those 
of the preceding year 57 millions of collars? or that 
the imports of 1838, exceeding, if he recollected 
right, 160 millions, would have sank down again ir 
1839 to. ess than 105 millions? 

It was also known to every member of the com- 
mittee that the principal sources of our present re- 
venue were most sensibly affected by commercial 
prosperity—by the crops—by the banks—and by 
the credit systein both of our own country and of 
foreign nations. Let those gentleinen who made 
objections to the estimates submitted to congress at 
the commencement of this year look a little further 
into the subject. Let them turn their attention to 
the year 1816; and they- would find the revenue of 
the government sinking, in a single quarter, from 9 
millions to less than 3 millions. Look at the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of public lands; and it would be 
found that in 1836 the amount paid into the public 
treasury from that source exceeded 24 millions of 
dollars, (more than half of what had been received 
during the preceding 40 years), whilst in 1835 the 
amount sank to less than 3 millions of dollars. In 
Michigan alone, the receipts for 1836 exceeded 5 
millions; and in 1838 they sank again to $154,000. 
In Louisiana and Mississippi, where, in each of the 
years of 1836 and 737, the proceeds had exceeded 3 
inillions, they sank down in 1838 to $96,000. 

He adverted to these facts for the purpose of 
showing how difficult it was for any man, with even 
the best means of information before him, to arrive 
at any thing like exactness in the estimates under 
the circumstances in which this country was placed. 
But if the report of the secretary was to be relied 
on—and he (Mr. J.) knew no safer reliance—it fol- 
lowed necessarily that there must be ainple means 
on the part of the government to meet its liabilities 
during the year; but those means could not be re- 
ceived in time to meet the liabilities as they were 
expected to arise. In this state of things it was 
that congress was called upon to furnish such means 
as it might, in its wisdom, deem just and proper. 
The friends of the administration, regarding the de- 
ficiency as temporary, proposed so to use the credit 
of the government as to anticipate for a short time 
the revenue of the country. The opponents of the 
administration, regarding the deficiency, not as 
temporary, but permanent, would in all probability 
propose, as they had done on former occasions, to 
provide a loan; and this, in his judgment, would 
furnish the foundation of a permanent national debt. 
[t was needless for hitn to say that he was opposed 
to any such measure, unless required by circum- 
stances of overruling necessity. He adverted briefly 
to the difficulties likely to arise, in the present con- 
dition of our own and foreign countries, in the ne- 
zotiation of a loan, and pointed out the objections 
to which, in his opinion, it was liable. 

He disavowed any party feeling or consideration 
in the matter, and concluded by expressing the hope 
that those into whose hands the government must 
shortly pass might be enabled so to direct the ship 
of state as to preserve in their purity our republican 
institutions, and to enhance the prosperity of our 
common country 

Mr. Barnard then took the floor, and offered the 
proposition which follows. Some desultory conver- 
sation arose as to the proper mode of submitting it, 
whereupon Mr. B. withdrew it with the intention 
hereafté@r to offerit in due form. It is as follows:+ 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill in relation to treasury notes, and 
that the subject of making provision for the wants of 
the treasury be referred back to the commitiee of ways 
and means, with instructions— 

Virst. To bring in a bill authorising the secretary of 
the treasury to borrow ten millions of do!lars on the 
woe of the government, and to issue bonds or scrip 
tneretor. 

Second. To bring in a bill imposiug duties for addi- 


be told that these statements were not to be relied | tj.nal revenue on wines, silks, linens. spices and other 
upon; and that we should probably be referred to | articles, being luxuries, imported into the United States; 
the estimates submitted at the commencement of | but in sneh manner as not to conflict with the princi- 
the last session, and be told that the receipts of the ples, policy and spirit of the act of March, 1833, com- 
year fell far short of the estimates submitted by the | monly cal'ed “ihe compromise act. 


secretary. It was true that the estimates of the re- 
ceipts of last year were not realized; but every gen. 
tleraan would recollect that these were mere esti- 


Mr. B. who some time since, on a resolution of- 


fered by him, (of a character similar to this propo- 
sition), commenced some remarks, which he never 


mates made upon data which had hitherto furnished | was enabled to finish, being cut off by acall for the 
a rule both for the secretary of the treasury and for orders of the day, now resumed the subject, and 


congress; and fortunate, indeed, would it be, if. in| 


5 


> e ne 2? { 
these times of derangement in the monetary affairs | 
of the country, when embarrassment pervaded al- 


most the whole land, and when revulsion after re- 


addressed the committee at great length on the 
financial condition of the government, past, present 
and prospective. 

At 20 minutes past 4, Mr. B. gave way to the 


vulsion follows in rapid succession, they should be | solicitations of those about him; and Mr. Hunt 


found exact. 


reign commerce of the country furnished the chief | voted. 
busts of the revenue of the government; and, know- | 


Every gentlemen knew that the fo- | moved that the committee rise. 


But no quorum 
The committee rese and reported that fact. 
And the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Apprentices. At the sitting of the court of com- 
mon pleas for Rockingham county, Mass. a decision 
was made in relation to the liability of those who har- 
bor runaway apprentices, which is of some imporiance 
to guardians and parents. An action was brought by 
Samuel M. Dockum against Jesse Robinson, for har- 
boring Ezra Robinson, the plaintiff’s apprentice and 
defendani’s son, who had left the plaintiff before an 
expiration of his apprenticeship. ‘The defence was 
that there was no apprenticeship in law, because there 
was no writing of indentures of apprenticeship—that 
by the contract either party might put an end to the 
engagement when dissatisfied, and that the boy, at the 
time the defendant was said to have “harbored” him, 
was merely at home upon a visit of three weeks dura- 
tion. The court charged the jury, as we learn from 
the Exyeier New Letter, that the boy might be an ap- 
prentice without an indenture, and that the defendant 
if they believed the plaintiff’s evidence) was liable for 
faybort him, while at home, and while at any other 
place, where he afterwards worked with his father’s 
consent. The decision of the court therefore is tnat 
the apprentice is under the direction and control of his 
master, whether bound by written indenture or not, 
and that no parent or guardian can interfere to the 
injury of the master, either by taking the apprentice 
home, or placing him under a new master, without 
rendering himself liable for damages. If any other 
person employs an apprentice without consent from 
the master, he is not only liable for damages but for 
the earnings of the apprentice for the time of hisem- 
ployment. The decision will serve to correct many 
erroneous impressions abroad in relation to the obliga- 
tions and duties of apprentices, their guardians and 
employers. 


THE BANKS RESUMING SPECIE PAYMENTS. The banks 
of Pennsylvania resumed specie payments on the 15ih 
inst. The Philadelphia papers state that some of ihe 
banks of that city have received more specie than has 
since been demanded of them from the community. 

The officers of the banks at Baltimore, last week, 
came to aconclusion not to resume until those of Vir- 

inia should resume also. ‘J'he last mail brings us 
the following proceedings of the banks in Richinond. 

At a meeting of the presidents of the bank of Vir- 
ginia, the Farmers bank of Virginia, and of the Ex- 
change bank of Virginia, at Richmond, and being au- 
thorised to act in the premises, by their respective 
boards, January 18th, 1541. 

Resolved, unanimously, ‘That the banks will resume 
specie payments simaltaneously with the banks of 
Bubieneons and that the president of the Farmer’ bank 
be requested to report this resolution to the banks of 
Baltimore, with a request that an early day be fixed 
upon for the resumption. (Signed), 

JoHn PROCKENBROUGH, 
Wm. H. McFarcanp, 
James CASKIE. 

At a meeting of the board of directors of the bank of 
Virginia; Saturday, January 16, 1841, the following re- 
solution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the bank of Virginia will unite with 
the other banks of Richmond and the banks of Balti- 
ynore in designating any particular my d for a simulta- 
neous resumption of specie payments by the banks of 

Richmond and Baltimore; and that the president of 
this bank be authorised to communicate with the other 
banks referred to, and to enter, on behalf of the bank 
of Virginia, into the necessary mutual engagements for 
carrying into effect the object of this resolution. 

Resumption in Delaware. All the banks in Wil- 
mington, Delaware, resumed specie payments on the 
15:h. ‘There was nu run upon them, and all passed 
olf quietly. 


Census or Micuican. The late census shows the 
population of Michigan to be 211,205. In 1830 the po- 
pulation numbered only 23,600; showing an increase 
*of full seven per cent during the last ten yefirs, which 
is a greaterMmerense than that of any other state in the 
union. 


Deatus. The number of deaths in Boston in the 
ear 1840 was 1,972, which averages 38 per week near- 
ly. The population of the city, according to the late 
census, amounts to 93.452. The deaths during the 
last year, therefore, were as 1 to every 47 192-493 in- 
habitants, or about 1 to 47-25. 

The whole number of deaths in Salem, during the 
‘ear 1840, was 252, including six in the alms house. 

The whole number of deaths in Portland, Me. last 
vear, was 208 Jt appears from the returns that the 
most destructive disorder among us is consumption, 
which numbered 75 victims, 11 of whom died in Sep- 
tember, 10 in January, and 9 in October—being ile 
most fatal months, 


ERASING AN ENDORSEMENT IS ForGERY. The su- 
preme court of Ohio decided, recently, that an en- 
dorsement on a note purporting that a partial payment 
had been made, and which endorsement was written 
by the maker in the presence, with the concurrence, 
and by the direction of the payee, is a receipt, the al- 
teration or erasure of which by the payee will be for- 
gery. 

Exrorts To Canapa. We learn, from the Cleve- 
land (Ohio) Herald, that the clearances at that port, 
for various ports in Upper Canada, for the past year, 
were 896,550 bushels of wheat, and 70,995 bbls. of 
flour. The quantity of pork shipped during the same 
titne. is estimated at 15,000 bbis. 





Fiour, at Uniontown, Pa. is selling at $3 per barrel. 


Fuerrive staves. Ar Upper Canada paper says, 
that within the last four years inore than 12,000 runa- 
way slaves have made their escape into Canada from 
the United States. 


HarrissurG is a great town! 
papers, the Intelligencer, Telegraph and Chronicle. 
Three semi-weekly—the state Capitol, Gazette, Key- 
stone and us. Five weekly—Morgenrothe, State Ga- 
zet:e, Watchtower, Gospel Publisher and Temperance 
Advocate. In all, 11 papers, in a population of 6,500. 
It may be well enough to say that we have also ten 
churches—proving that politics and religion are pretiy 
well attended to at the seat of government. 

[Reporier. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. The following says the 
Claremont Eagle, is a true copy of the act for the abo- 
lition ofimprisoninent for debt, which passed the legis- 
lature of New Hampsbire at its late session. 

An act to abolish imprisonment for debt. 

Section 1. Be ii enacted by the senaie and house of re- 
presentatives in general court convened, That no person 
shall be arrested, held to bail or imprisoned on any 
mesne process or execution founded upon any contract 
or debt which shall accrue or be made from and after 
the first day of March next. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all acts and 
parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this 
act, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Approved Dec. 23, 1840. 


INSURANCE ABSTRACT OF Massacuusetts. The ab- 
stract of the returns of the several insurance companies 
in Massachusetts, has been recenily prepared for the 
use of the legislature of thatcommonwealth. This ab- 
straci, as we leara from the Daily Adveriiser, exhibits 
in tabular form, the names of the respective companies, 
the amount and modes of the investment of their capi- 
tal, amount of risks, &c. ‘The number of companies 
in Boston is 22, with an aggregate capital of $5,710,000, 
aad out of Boston 19, with an aggregate of $1,765,000 
capital. Of the capital of the Boston companies in 
bank stock, of banks in the siate is $3,603,925; real es- 
tate, $617,572; mortgages, $818.413; and ihe residue in 
various other stocks and securities. The amount of the 
marine risks of the Boston companies is $33,278,737, 
and of the fire risks, $49,839,951. The amount of ma- 
rine losses paid by them during the Jast year is 
$1,441,814; and of fire losses, $375,144. The marine 
losses paid by the 19 out of Boston: offices was 
$219,407; and of fire losses, $6,170, which last amount 
was a single loss paid by the Springfield Fire Insur- 
ance company. ‘The amount of fire risks by these 
nineteen offices is $2,153,645, and of marine risks 
$1,253, 140. 

Iron steamers. A gentleman who recently arrived 
in the Acadia, informs us that the immense iron steam- 
er building by the Great Western steamship company 
at Bristol, will register about 3,000 tons, but that her 
actual tonnage will exceed 3,600 tons, or about 600 
tons more than any shipever built. A great saving 
in stowage will be gained in consequence of the adop- 
tion of iron for her hull, whilst her draught of water 
will be comparatively small, owing to the great buoy- 
ancy possessed by iron vessels. She will consequent- 
ly be able to carry coal sufficient both for her out- 
ward and homeward passages. Her engines are to be 
of 1,000 horse power, and it is confidently expected 
that the average voyage across the Ailantic will be re- 
duced to ten days. [N. Y. Standard. 


Lake Erte trape. The Philadelphia Sentinel siates 
that there ave now 300 sail-vessels emlpoyed in navigat- 
ing Lake Erie, giving employment to 3,000 persons. 
Previous to the war of 1812, and the building of the 
fleet by commodore Perry at Presque Isle, (Erie) but 
few vessels navigatd the waters of Lake Erie. Some 
ten or a dozen illy manned and mis-shapen hulks were 
owned in Buffalo and at Detroit, which were, at that 
early date, fully adequate to the wants of commerce. 
‘There are now two ships of 350 tonseach. ‘The class 
of vessels now employed are mostly hermaphrodite 
brigs, and schooners, varying from 50 io 250 tons each, 
whose aggregate tonnage is not far from thirty thou- 
sand, not including transcient vessels registered at ports 
upon Lake Ontario. Of this number some 50 vessels 
are employed in the fish and lumber trade upon the 
upper lakes. 


Lonvon, if we except some of the Chinese and Ja- 
panese cities, isthe largest city in the world. It con- 
tains as many inhabitants as the five states of Massa- 
chusetts, Maine, Connecticut, New Hampshire and 
Vermont. It bas nearly 10,000 streets, lanes, alleys, 
&c. and consumes 4,669,000 lb. of animal food week- 
ly. Its renal is at least $34 000,000 per annum, and it 
pays for luxuries at least $50,000,000 annually. There 
are 373 churches, 307 dissenting churches, 16 theatres 
and over 5,000 public houses. 


M. M. Noaun, of editorial and ficticious memory, 
has been appointed judge of the court of sessions, N. 
York. We sincerely congratulate him. 


MAGNETIC ATTRACTION it is ascertained is communi- 
cated to any nail or iron driven perpendicularly with a 
hammer or iron instrument. ‘The mariners compass 
is rendered uncertain if this fact be not attended to in 


its location. Copper tastenings should be substituted in 
all cases. 


METHODIST CONPERENCE. The Virginia annual! con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal church commence- 


We have three daily 





ed its session in this place on yesterday,—the rev. 





—=———, 
bishop Merris, of Ohio, president. The inclemeney 

the weather has retarded the arrival of many of he 
ministers, though a large number are already jn alten. 
dance. It is expected from 80 to 100 will be presen; 
All the churches in town have been politely tendered 
for the services of the conference. The session of ;) 
conference will probably be protracted more than a 
week. [Lynchburg Virginian, 


Tae mittrta of the United States, according to the 
latest returns, consists of 1,472,202 men. 


Missionary operations. We find in the Bosto, 
Journal the following summary of the extensive op,. 
rations of the American board of commissioners ¢j 
foreign missions, taken from their annual report, just 
— The receipts of the board during the year 

ave been $241,691 64, and the expenditures $240 609 
27. Connected with the board there are twenty-fiy, 
missions, embracing eighty stations, at which there are 
133 ordained missionaries, ten physicians not preach. 
ers, fourteen teachers, ten printers and bookbinde;. 
eleven other male, and 186 female assistanis—makj); 
in all, 365 missionary laborers from this country. The; 
are besides, fifteen native preachers and 167 other no. 
tive assistants—in all 487, which are under the contro] 


of the board, and are supported wholly or in part by it, 


Connecied, also, with the board, there are fifteen 
printing establishments; fifty-five churches, containing 
17,234 members; eight seminaries for boys, containing 
412 boarding scholars; six preparatory boarding schoo); 
containing 100 pupils; ten female boarding schools 
coniaining 295 pupils—making the whole number of 
boarding schools twenty-four, and boarding scholars 
807; of free schools there are 415, containing 21,605 
pupils. The number of books and tracts printed the 
past year is 685,000, containing 45,202,406 pages—anq 
the whole number of pages printed in the establishment 
of the board is 233,155,031, 


Tse Great Missourian. The following extract of 
a letter is from a gentleman formerly of this ciiy, now 
on a tour through the western states, and at present in 
St. Louis, from whence he writes: 

1 went the other night to look at the greatest cw. 
osity that I have ever seen. It is called the great Mis. 
sourtan, and is the skeleton of the greatest animal ever 
known. It was found about 200 miles west of this 
place, in this state, by a German. It measures to the 
top of the ribs 16 feet high, is 32 feet long, has two 
tusks that are from 10 to 12 inches in diameter, and 
are 16 feet apart. The head and tusks weigh 1,100 
pounds ‘The joints of the knee in the fore legs are in- 
verted, so that he bends his knee the contrary way 
from any other animal. He appears to have been 
web-footed, has no hoofs, but toes about 8 or 10 inches 
long. The owner has computed its size, in compar 
son to the size ot an ox here tat weighs 1,000 pounds, 
and he is just 100 times larger than the ox, so that he 
must have weighed when alive, 100,000 pounds, (50 
tons). | should think he would have required five or 
six buffaloes for breakfast. The six musicians, who 
play at the exhibition of the animal, sit up in his ribs. 

‘The owner has been oftered $20,000 cash for hin. 
fe leaves in a few days for New Orleans, from thence 
to New York, thence to Europe. Itis worth a good 
fortune for any six men, but the owner will not sell it.” 

[Troy Whig. 


New YORK CRIMINAL STATISTICS. In the court of 
general sessions, New York city, during the past year 
there were 431 trials, 292 convictions and 139 acquittals. 
Of the convictions 111 men were sentenced to the 
state’s prison and 14 women. 72 men were sentenct 
to the penitentiary and 5 women. J8 men to the c'y 
prison and 2 women. House of refuge 5 boys. 1% 
prisoners were discharged by the court. 

In the court of oyer and terminer there were 6 tra’ 
all convictions. 7 

During this period the grand jury found 1 056 indic': 
ments, and dismissed 254 complaints. 

There were 28 complaints of assault and battery se" 
tled afier indictment and 93 before. 

In the special sessions there were 839 trials, of which 
there were 526 convictions and 99 acquittals for pe!!! 
larceny, and 226 convictions for assault and battely 
and 32 acquittals. 

The court discharged 488 persons, sentenced 30! 
men and 81 women tothe penitentiary—to the ci'V 
prison 69 and 39 to the house of refuge 23 boys and 3 
girls. (N.Y. Cour. & Enq. 


TRADE oF ALExaNpria, D.C. We were at once 
gratified and surprised to find, by official documen's 
that the trade and prosperity of Alexandria were %? 
decidedly on the increase. The value of the expo!'s 
in 1836 was $393,028—in 1840, $811,716. y 

The number of clearances of foreign vessels in 1836 
was 32, and the tonnage 5,841. In 1840 the numb 
was 106, and the tonnage 16,723. 

The entrances of foreign vessels in 1836 were bl! 
20, and the tonnage 4,860. In 1340 the number 
64, and the tonnage 9,911. a 

There are now belonging to the port 9 ships, fro” 
321 to 677 tons; 2 barks and 12 brigs. 


VATTEMARE’S SYSTEM of international exchange “ 
books is highly approved of in Canada, and a colt 
plete set of the legislative enactments and ublie re 
cords of the province, has been placed in 
mare’s charge, for exchange with the government” 
France. The bishop of Montreal and sir James Stu" 
and a great number of other lionorable gentleme' 
have engaged in the furthe:ance of the project. 
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